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The  Most  Wonderful 
Story  Ever  Given  to  Men 

by  President  David  0,  McKay 


And  there  were  in  the  same  country  shepherds 
abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock 
by  night. 

And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round  about  them: 
and  they  were  sore  afraid. 

And  the  angel  said  unto  them.  Fear  not:  for, 
behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy, 
which  shall  be  to  all  people. 

For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of 
David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  (Luke 
2:8-11.) 

THAT  is  the  sweetest  story  ever  told,  and  it 
contains  the  whole  philosophy  of  life,  the 
science  of  living.  The  scene  is  Bethlehem,  a  city  in 
Palestine  in  point  of  historic  interest  second  only  to 
Jerusalem.  It  is  the  scene  of  many  important  his- 
toric events  in  Biblical  history. 

(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  February  11,  "When  Shepherds  Watched 
Their  Flocks";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  February  4,  "The  Nativity"; 
and  for  all  Christmas  lessons.) 


In  Micah,  the  fifth  chapter,  Bethlehem  is  men- 
tioned by  the  Prophet  as  the  birthplace  of  the 
Messiah.  I  wonder  if  the  shepherds  to  whom  the 
first  revelation  of  Christ's  birth  was  given  had  not 
that  prophecy  in  mind  as  they  kept  watch  over 
their  flocks  by  night. 

A  revelation  of  God  does  not  come  to  man  un- 
less he  prepares  himself  for  it  and  lives  worthy  of 
it.  Evil  influences  will  thrust  themselves  upon  men, 
but  God  must  be  sought.  Evil  is  always  crowding 
and  tempting  and  promising,  God  asks  us  to  put 
forth  effort,  and  to  seek.  ".  .  .  Seek,  and  ye  shall 
find ;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you."  {Mat- 
thew 1:1.)  But  we  must  "knock,"  we  must  "seek." 
I  think  those  humble  shepherds  were  treasuring  in 
their  hearts  the  hope,  as  all  Judaea  was  treasuring 
it,  that  the  Messiah  would  soon  come.  At  any  rate, 
those  humble  men  had  opened  to  them  the  vision 
of  God. 
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The  following  paragraph  is  not  often  associated 
with  the  story : 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  angels  were  gone 
away  from  them  into  heaven,  the  shepherds  said 
one  to  another,  Let  us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem, 
and  see  this  thing  which  is  come  to  pass,  which  the 
Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us.    (Luke  2:15.) 

Note  that  the  shepherds  did  not  say,  "I  wonder 
if  this  be  true?"  They  said,  "Let  us  go  .  .  .  and 
see  this  thing  which  is  come  to  pass,  which  the 
Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us"  —  an  assurance 
that  God  had  revealed  His  Son;  that  the  angels 
had  given  to  the  world  the  message  that  He  who 
should  be  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords  had 
come  as  a  mere  babe  in  the  humblest  part  of  that 
humble  little  Judsean  town.  What  would  you  give — 
you  who  may  not  have  that  assurance — to  have  in 
your  hearts  that  same  confidence  that  Christ  is 
born,  that  Christ  lives,  that  God  had  heralded  His 
birth,  and  even  His  second  coming,  by  angels  in 
heaven?  All  doubt  would  be  banished,  all  worry 
concerning  our  purpose  here  in  life  would  cease. 
That  is  what  such  a  testimony  means. 

If  we  could  only  say:  "Let  us  go  now  and  see 
this  thing  which  has  come  to  pass^  which  the 
Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us."  The  revelation 
that  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  is  a 
divine  personal  being  is  a  wonderful  thing;  it  is 
the  most  sublime  knowledge  in  all  the  world.  With 
it  comes  the  assurance  that  Christmas  has  a  divine 
significance. 

What  does  it  matter  that  it  is  not  the  season 
of  His  birth?  It  cannot  be.  The  story  tells  us  that 
it  is  not.  The  shepherds  in  Palestine  kept  watch 
over  their  flocks  from  the  month  of  April  until 
Autumn,  so  it  was  not  in  December.  But  what  does 
it  matter  ?  It  is  the  spirit  of  Christmas  that  counts ; 
it  is  the  feeling  that  we  are  His  brethren  and 
sisters,  and  that  we  want  to  live  to  come  back  into 
His  presence  so  that  we  can  go,  as  the  shepherds 
went,  right  into  the  very  presence  of  the  King  of 
Kings,  the  Lord  of  Lords. 

Unless  we  can  find  God  and  Christ  and  know 
them,  we  shall  not  have  eternal  life,  for  "...  this  is 
life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent." 
(John  17  :S.) 

As  I  stated,  this  story  as  told  by  Luke  contains 
the  philosophy  of  life;  and  to  know  God,  to  give 
Him  glory,  is  one  of  the  conditions  of  salvation  and 
peace  among  the  human  family.  Peace  is  promised 
in  this  simple  little  story;  but  the  great  question 
is,  how  can  we  get  that  peace  of  which  the  angels 
sang  and  which  the  shepherds  found  in  that  humble 


little  limestone  grotto,  with  Mary  lying  there  in  a 
manger? 

Peace  is  the  greatest  blessing  that  can  come 
to  man!  Not  lethargy;  not  inactivity,  but  peace; 
that  peace  which  Christ  had  in  mind  when,  after 
His  resurrection,  He  appeared  to  His  twelve  and 
said:  ". .  .  Peace  be  unto  you."  (John  20 :19.)  Such 
peace  is  never  won  by  subterfuge  nor  argument. 
No  peace  is  ever  in  store  for  any  of  us  but  that 
which  we  shall  win  by  victory  over  shame  and  sin 
— victory  over  the  sin  that  oppresses  as  well  as 
over  that  which  corrupts.  "Nothing  can  bring  you 
this  peace,"  says  Emerson,  "but  the  triumph  of 
principle." 

The  triumph  of  principle  means  also  triumph 
over  the  six  enemies  to  peace,  which  I  name  as 
avarice,  lust,  worldly  ambition,  envy,  anger,  and 
pride  —  the  six  things  which  the  Tempter  offered 
in  varying  forms  to  the  Saviour  on  the  Mount  of 
Temptation.  Unrestrained  passion,  ungoverned 
appetite,  envy,  hatred,  wealth,  and  power  used  to 
govern  men  and  to  crush  them  —  these  are  the  ene- 
mies of  peace.  They  bring  misery  to  the  individual. 
They  bring  unhappiness  in  the  home.  They  bring 
war  and  contention  in  the  world,  discontent,  misery, 
and  death.  They  are  the  opposite  of  that  peace 
which  Christ  came  to  give  to  the  world.  Why  cannot 
men  strive  more  earnestly  than  ever  before  to 
leave  them  out  of  their  hearts,  to  overcome  avarice, 
to  give  rather  than  to  get  ? 

Only  by  the  triumph  of  principles  over  evil  can 
the  world  have  that  peace  which  Christ  came  to 
give  to  the  world.  No  peace  has  ever  been  won 
or  has  ever  been  obtained  by  the  cultivation  of  any 
of  the  six  passions  I  have  named.  Why  will  the 
Christian  world  not  understand  this? 

Though  it  is  not  a  pleasing  thought,  we  must 
realize  that  over  half  the  world  is  under  the  influ- 
ence of  hate,  as  manifest  by  the  Chinese  leaders 
in  Red  China,  by  the  Communist  group  in  Russia, 
and  also  manifest  right  next  door  to  the  United 
States  in  Cuba.  Accompanying  the  spirit  of  hate 
is  the  denial  of  God.  Satan  was  cast  down  because 
he  tried  to  replace  the  Creator.  But  his  power  is 
still  felt.  He  is  active  and  is  prompting  at  this 
moment  the  denial  of  God's  existence,  of  the  ex- 
istence of  His  Beloved  Son,  denying  the  efficacy 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  New  Testament  says  it  is  impossible  to 
take  a  right  attitude  toward  Christ  without  taking 
an  unselfish  attitude  toward  men.  ".  .  .  Inasmuch 
as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."  (Matthetv 
25:40.)     We  may  think  as  we  please  about  the 
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matter,  but  there  is  no  question  as  to  what  the 
Bible  says.  In  the  New  Testament  there  is  no  road 
to  the  heart  of  God  that  does  not  lead  through 
the  heart  of  man. 

Are  we  not,  then,  thankful  for  Christmas,  one 
day  at  least  on  which  we  are  thinking-  of  everybody 
else  but  ourselves  ?  I  think  it  is  glorious.  I  love  it, 
and  I  hope  Santa  will  never  grow  out  of  the  little 
children's  minds.  I  think  old  Santa  is  real.  I  think 
that  the  spirit  of  Christ  is  the  great  saving  power 
of  all  the  world.  I  know  it  is  the  only  spirit,  the 
only  power,  by  which  man  can  be  saved,  by  which 
we  can  find  peace  on  earth. 

I  rejoice  that  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He 
sent  His  Only  Begotten  Son,  not  only  to  Bethlehem 
2,000  years  ago,  but  that  He  has  sent  Him  in  this 
Dispensation  with  the  Gospel  of  peace.  And  under 
that  inspiration,  established  His  Church,  that  man- 
kind might  have  peace  through  obedience  to  the 
Gospel.  There  is  no  other  way.  Men  everywhere 
are  striving  for  peace;  but  as  they  attain  it,  they 
do  so  only  to  the  extent  that  they  apply  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel.  The  Gospel  of  Christ  is  the 
philosophy  of  life;  it  is  the  science  of  living,  and 
its  essence  was  heralded  by  the  angels  2,000  years 
ago. 

Such  was  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  revealed  to 
Joseph  Smith,  the  great  latter-day  prophet,  to  whom 
the  Father  and  the  Son  revealed  themselves.  What 
a  message  then  came  to  the  world !  For  there  was 
revealed  again  in  this  age  a  knowledge  of  God  at 


a  time  when  millions  of  men  were  striving  to  find 
Him.  Again  was  heralded  the  message  of  the 
angels:  Glory  to  God,  PEACE,  GOOD  WILL 
AMONG  MEN.  This  spirit  was  manifested 
throughout  the  life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

While  we  are  celebrating  the  supposed  anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  let 
us  also  keep  in  mind  the  anniversary  of  that  great 
prophet,  born  Dec.  23,  1805.  He  is  the  prophet 
through  whom  Jesus,  our  Lord,  has  spoken  in  this 
age.  And  what  has  he  brought  to  us?  That  same 
old  story,  that  beautiful  story  which  the  angels 
sang  in  Bethlehem :  That  Christ  came  to  the  world 
to  reveal  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  to  establish 
the  brotherhood  of  man. 

What  babe  new  born  is  this  that  in  a 

manger  cries? 
Near  on  her  lowly  bed  his  happy 

mother  lies; 
Oh,  see  the  air  is  shaken  while  the 

heavenly  hosts  sing  — 
This  is  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth, 

this  is  the  King  of  Kings. 

May  the  Lord  help  us,  and  help  all  the  world 
so  to  live  that  the  enemies  of  peace  may  be  ban- 
ished from  the  earth  and  the  principles  of  right- 
eousness be  loved  by  individuals,  cherished  in 
homes,  practiced  in  society,  and  applied  by  the 
nations  of  the  world.  May  He  hasten  the  time 
when  as  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords  He 
shall  reign  over  all  the  earth. 
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scriber supplies  his  own  issues,  binding  charge 
is  $4. 
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Man  Does  Not  Stand  Alone 


hy  A.  Cressy  Morrison' 


THE  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being  is  demon- 
strated by  infinite  adjustments,  without  which 
life  itself  would  be  impossible.  Man's  presence 
on  earth  and  the  magnificent  demonstrations  of 
his  intellect  are  a  part  of  a  program  being  carried 
out  by  the  Supreme  Intelligence. 

Tides  of  the  ocean  run  as  high  as  60  feet  in 
some  places,  and  even  the  crust  of  the  earth  is 
twice  a  day  bent  outward  several  inches  by  the 
moon's  attraction.  All  seems  so  regular  that  we 
do  not  grasp  to  any  degree  the  vast  power  that 
lifts  the  whole  area  of  the  ocean  several  feet  and 
bends  the  crust  of  the  earth,  seemingly  so  solid. 
Mars  has  a  moon — a  little  one — only  6,000  miles 
away  from  it.  If  our  moon  was,  say,  50,000  miles 
away  instead  of  its  present  respectable  distance, 
our  tides  would  be  so  enormous  that  twice  a  day 
all  the  lowland  of  all  the  continents  would  be  sub- 
merged by  a  rush  of  water  so  enormous  that  even 
the  mountains  would  soon  be  eroded  away,  and 
probably  no  continent  could  have  risen  from  the 
depths  fast  enough  to  exist  today.  The  earth  would 
crack  with  the  turmoil  and  the  tides  in  the  air 
would  create  daily  hurricanes.  .  . 

We  have  found  that  the  world  is  in  the  right 
place,  that  the  crust  is  adjusted  to  within  ten  feet, 
and  that  if  the  ocean  were  a  few  feet  deeper,  we 
would  have  no  oxygen  nor  vegetation.  We  have 
found  that  the  earth  rotates  in  24  hours  and  that 
were  this  revolution  delayed,  life  would  be  impos- 
sible. If  the  speed  of  the  earth  around  the  sun 
were  increased  or  decreased  materially,  the  history 
of  life,  if  any,  would  be  entirely  different.  We  find 
that  the  sun  is  the  one  among  thousands  which 
could  make  our  sort  of  life  possible  on  earth,  its 
size,  density,  temperature  and  the  character  of  its 
rays  all  must  be  right,  and  are  right.  We  find  that 
the  gases  of  the  atmosphere  are  adjusted  to  each 
other  and  that  a  very  slight  change  would  be  fatal. 

Considering  the  bulk  of  the  earth,  its  place  in 
space  and  the  nicety  of  the  adjustments,  the  chances 
of  some  of  these  adjustments  occurring  is  in  the 
order  of  one  to  a  million  and  the  chances  of  all  of 
them  occurring  cannot  be  calculated  even  in  the 
billions.   The  existence  of  these  facts  cannot,  there- 


(For  Course  28,  lessons  of  February  4-18,  "The  Godhead";  for 
teachers  of  Course  2,  lesson  of  January  14,  "The  Lord  Created  Our 
Earth";  for  Course  8,  lesson  of  January  7,  "Our  Earth";  and  for 
Course  10,  lesson  of  January  7^  "The  Great  Plan.") 

*Mr.  Morrison  is  a  past  president  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  the  American  Institute  of  the  City  of  New  York;  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  National  Research  Council;  fellow 
of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History;  and  life  member  of  the 
Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain. 


fore,  be  reconciled  with  any  of  the  laws  of  chance. 
It  is  impossible,  then,  to  escape  the  conclusion  that 
the  adjustments  of  nature  to  man  are  far  more 
amazing  than  the  adjustments  of  man  to  nature. 
A  review  of  the  wonders  of  nature  demonstrates 
beyond  question  that  there  are  design  and  purpose 
in  it  all.  A  program  is  being  carried  out  in  all  its 
infinite  detail  by  the  Supreme  Being  we  call  God. 

We  have  found  that  there  are  999,999,999 
chances  to  one  against  a  belief  that  all  things  hap- 
pen by  chance.  Science  will  not  deny  the  facts  as 
stated;  the  mathematicians  will  agree  that  the 
figures  are  correct.  Now  we  encounter  the  stubborn 
resistance  of  the  human  mind,  which  is  reluctant 
to  give  up  fixed  ideas. 

New  ideas  encounter  opposition,  ridicule,  and 
abuse;  but  truth  survives  and  is  verified. 

The  first  chapter  of  Genesis  contains  the  real 
story  of  creation,  and  its  essence  has  not  been 
changed  by  knowledge  acquired  since  it  was 
written. 

Can  science  pick  a  flaw  in  this  briefest  story 
ever  told?  the  world's  history  in  a  few  lines  of 
print?  The  rest  is  detail.  We  must  accord  our 
homage  to  the  writer  ...  in  complete  humility  bow 
to  his  wisdom  and  admit  his  inspiration.  In  the 
face  of  the  simple  truth  here  told,  let  us  not  quarrel 
over  details  due  to  translation  and  human  interpo- 
lation or  over  the  question  of  how  God  did  His 
work  or  the  time  it  took. 

The  scientist  does  not  affirm,  nor  can  he  deny, 
the  existence  of  Spirit  or  a  Supreme  Intelligence; 
yet  in  his  inmost  self  he  feels  the  impact  of  con- 
sciousness, thought,  memory,  and  ideas  emanating 
from  that  entity  we  call  the  soul.  He  knows  his 
inspiration  does  not  come  from  matter. 

Reverence,  generosity,  nobility  of  character, 
morality,  inspiration,  and  what  may  be  called  the 
Divine  attributes,  do  not  arise  from  atheism  or 
negation,  a  surprising  form  of  self-conceit  which 
puts  man  in  the  place  of  God.  Without  faith,  civili- 
zation would  become  bankrupt,  order  would  become 
disorder,  restraint  and  control  would  be  lost,  and 
evil  would  prevail.  Let  us,  then,  hold  fast  to  our 
belief  in  a  Supreme  Intelligence,  the  love  of  God 
and  the  brotherhood  of  man,  lifting  ourselves 
closer  to  Him  by  doing  His  will  as  we  know  it  and 
accepting  the  responsibility  of  believing  we  are,  as 
His  creation,  worthy  of  His  care.^ 


lExcerpted   by   permission   from   Man  Does  Not   Stand  Alone,   by 
A.  Cressy  Morrison,  1944;  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company,  Westwood,  N.  J. 
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IT  IS  ILLOGICAL  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  SIMPLE  TRACKS  IN  THE  SAND 
CAME  ABOUT  BY  CHANCE.  HOW  MUCH  MORE  ILLOGICAL  IT  IS  TO 
ATTRIBUTE    THE    COMPLICATED    MAKEUP    OF   THE    EARTH    TO    CHANCE. 
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AuTHOR^s  Note  :  What  I  am  about  to  say  and  the  manner  of  its 
saying  is  in  response  to  a  request  made  by  those  who  planned  this 
program.  Some  of  the  things  I  shall  mention  are  based  on  the 
accepted  accounts ;  some  are  imaginary.  You  will  recognize  each 
of  these  without  further  comment  from  me.  What  liberties  I 
have  taken  with  established  texts  are  also  easily  recognized  and 
need  no  explanation.  However,  I  should  like  to  tell  you  that  I 
shall  take  liberty  with  two  proper  names  in  the  sense  that  I  have 
chosen  to  use  these  names  in  English  as  derived  from  the  Aramaic 
tongue,  the  language  spoken  by  the  Jews  at  the  time  of  Christ, 
rather  than  from  the  Greek  from  which  these  names  usually 
come  down  to  you.  I  shall  have  to  make  myself  somebody  else. 
You  will  forgive  me  for  that. 


President  Young 


Jesus  Clirlst,  Tlie  Son  of  God. 

AN    ADDRESS    GIVEN    APRIL    9.    1961,    AT    THE    DESERET    SUNDAY    SCHOOL    UNION    CONFERENCE 

BY  PRESIDENT  S.   DILWORTH   YOUNG 


LET  me  introduce  myself  as  being  named  James. 
I  have  four  brothers.  Jeshua  is  the  oldest — 
my  elder  brother.  Joses,  Simon,  Judas  are  my 
younger  brothers.  I  have  three  sisters. 

We  lived  quite  simply  in  a  little  town  called 
Nazareth.  We  had  to  live  simply.  My  father  was 
a  carpenter.  The  carpenter's  trade  was  dull  business 
in  our  town.  We  made  furniture  as  needed  by  the 
townspeople;  we  repaired  furniture;  we  built 
houses;  and  we  built  stables  and  other  shelter. 

As  small  boys  we  often  sat  upon  the  roof  of 
our  house  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  and  we 
would  ask  mother  and  father  for  stories.  One  story 
we  liked  especially  well  was  how  the  angel  came 
to  each  house  in  Mizraim  and  spared  the  first-born 
of  those  whose  houses  were  marked  with  the  blood 
of  the  sacrificial  lamb.  Then  we  liked,  too,  how 
when  our  people  were  in  the  wilderness,  they  were 
fed  manna. 

I  asked  my  mother,  "What  is  manna?" 

She  said,  "I  do  not  know,  only  that  they  were 
told  that  they  must  gather  only  enough  for  the  day, 
for  if  they  took  more,  it  would  spoil." 

And  the  story  of  how  the  quails  miraculously 
became  food  for  them  when  they  were  desperately 
hungry.  Those  stories  brought  the  ancient  customs 
of  our  people  to  my  mind. 

But  our  favorite  story  was  the  one  about  the 
time  when  Father  and  Mother  and  Jeshua  went  to 
live  in  Mizraim  shortly  after  Jeshua  was  born; 
how  when  they  had  no  money,  some  men  from 
the  East  had  visited  them  and  had  given  them  gold 
and  frankincense  and  myrrh  as  a  birth   gift  to 


(For  Course  1  teachers,  lesson  of  February  18,  "Jesus  Had  a 
Family";  for  Course  2,  lesson  of  February  4,  "Jesus  Is  Our  Leader"; 
for  Course  10,  lesson  of  February  11,  "When  Shepherds  Watched 
Their  Flocks";  for  Course  12,  lesson  of  March  11,  "Preparation  for 
the  Ministry";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  February  11,  "Jesus,  Boy  of 
Nazareth";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  February  18,  "The  Godhead"; 
and  for  Christmas  lessons.) 


Jeshua.  She  told  how  they  had  said  that  they  had 
followed  a  star  to  our  door. 

We  would  ask,  "Was  Jeshua  born  in  a  stable?" 

Mother  would  say,  "Yes,  but  when  these  men 
came,  we  had  moved  from  the  stable  into  a  house. 
It  had  been  several  days  before  we  could  obtain 
the  lodgings,  but  your  father  searched  and  finally 
found  a  place." 

"Was  there  a  star?" 

Mother  said,  "I  did  not  see  it,  but  the  men  said 
that  a  star  showed  them  which  way  to  go  and 
indicated  where  to  find  us." 

"Why  did  you  go  to  Mizraim?" 

"An  angel  came  and  warned  us,"  said  my  father, 
"to  leave  and  not  come  back  until  we  were  told,  so 
we  felt  we  needed  to  obey.  It  was  fortunate  for  us 
that  the  men  gave  us  gifts,  for  with  the  gold,  we 
purchased  asses  to  go  to  Mizraim  —  four  of  them, 
and  with  the  money  from  the  sale  of  the  frankin- 
cense and  the  myrrh,  we  lived  in  Mizraim  until  it 
was  safe  to  come  home." 

And  how  excited  I  became  when  my  mother 
told  me  about  the  great  sandstorm  which  they  met 
on  the  way,  which  so  suddenly  came  up  that  they 
could  not  pitch  their  little  tent.  How  they  were 
enveloped  in  the  terrible  wind  and  darkness  of 
blowing  and  drifting  sand.  They  struggled  on  and 
fortunately  fell  into,  literally,  a  caravan  with  tents 
pitched  and  safe.  The  caravan  leaders  took  them 
in,  preserved  them ;  and,  from  then  on,  they  accom- 
panied the  caravan  to  Mizraim.  Those  were  our 
favorite  stories  as  we  would  sit  on  the  roof  of  our 
house  looking  up  at  the  stars. 

Daily  we  learned  our  trade.  Father  was  a  hard 
taskmaster  in  the  sense  that  he  insisted  that  we 
learn  —  that  is,  all  but  Jeshua.  He  had  liberty.  He 
used  to  take  long  walks  alone.  Sometimes,  as  we 
grew  older,  He  would  be  gone  two  or  three  nights ; 
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and  Mother  would  worry  about  Him.  Father,  upon 
His  return,  never  rebuked  Him. 

I  would  hear  him  say,  "Jeshua,  was  your  trip 
fruitful?" 

"Yes,  Father." 

"Did  you  find  what  you  sought  ?" 

"I  found  fourfold,"  He  would  reply. 

It  is  easy  now,  looking  back,  to  see  what  He 
meant.  I  think  our  friend  Matthew,  who  wrote  so 
extensively  of  His  life,  truly  said  He  "grew  up  with 
his  brethren,  and  waxed  strong,  and  waited  upon 
the  Lord  for  the  time  of  his  ministry  to  come. 
And  he  served  under  his  father,  and  he  spake  not 
as  other  men,  neither  could  he  be  taught;  for  he 
needed  not  that  any  man  should  teach  him."^ 

It  was  on  THAT  day  —  that  day  when  Mother 
prepared  a  special  feast  for  us.  She  had  procured 
a  lamb  and  cooked  it  with  vegetables  into  a  most 
tasty  dish.  When  we  were  through  eating,  Jeshua 
arose,  kissed  his  sisters,  embraced  Father  and  each 
of  us,  and  gave  honor  especially  to  Mother  and  said 
good-by. 

"The  time  has  come.  Mother.  I  am  thankful  to 
you  for  being  my  mother  —  and  to  you,  Father, 
for  your  care  of  me." 

Later  we  asked  Mother  why  He  must  leave,  and 
she  said:  "He  is  going  to  His  work.  God,  His 
Father,  has  called  Him." 

"What  work?" 

"I  cannot  tell  you.  I  am  not  quite  sure  myself. 
I  know  only  that  He  is  to  save  the  people.  I  have 
not  told  you  before,  but  now  you  should  know  that 
when  He  was  born,  an  angel  commanded  your  fa- 
ther to  name  Him  "Jeshua,"  "The  Anointed  One." 
The  angel  told  your  father  that  He  was  born  to 
save  the  people  from  their  sins.  How  He  will  do  it, 
I  do  not  know;  but  He  is  leaving  us  now  to  begin 
that  work. 

"Is  He  a  prophet?" 

She  nodded  and  said,  "He  is  a  prophet." 

I  never  forgot  that. 

Then  Jeshua  came  home.  We  had  news  of  His 
work  in  nearby  towns  —  how  He  healed  the  sick, 
and  was  teaching  a  new  kingdom,  a  different  king- 
dom than  one  we  knew.  We  hardly  had  expected 
Him  back  so  soon,  but  we  were  glad  to  see  Him. 
Many  friends  called,  and  a  feast  was  had  in  His 
honor.  The  Rabbi  invited  Him  to  read  on  the  Sab- 
bath. So  we  went  —  Father,  Jeshua,  I,  Joses, 
Simon,  and  Judas  —  sitting  on  the  little  cushions  on 
the  men's  side  of  the  synagogue.  Then  the  Rabbi 
invited  Jeshua  up  to  read.  He  asked  the  Rabbi  for 
the  roll  from  Esaias,  and  when  it  was  procured, 
opened  it  and  then  He  read.  I  can  still  remember 
the  words: 


^Inspired  Version,  Matthew  3:24,  25. 


"The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  Me;  be- 
cause the  Lord  hath  anointed  Me  to  preach  good 
tidings  unto  the  meek ;  he  hath  sent  Me  to  bind  up 
the  brokenhearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  cap- 
tives, and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that 
are  bound ;  To  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord,  .  .  ."2  Here  He  stopped.  There  was  some- 
thing in  His  manner  which  held  everybody  in  close 
attention.  My  father  was  leaning  forward  slightly, 
hardly  breathing. 

Then,  "This  day  this  scripture  is  fulfilled  in 
your  hearing."^ 

There  was  an  indrawn  gasp  of  the  assembled 
people.  I  turned  to  Father. 

"What  is  He  saying?" 

My  father  turned  and  whispered  to  me,  "Don't 
forget  this,  for  this  is  true.  He  is  saying  that  He 
is  the  person  of  whom  Esaias  was  speaking." 

"Is  He  the  Messiah?" 

"He  is  the  Messiah." 

There  were  accusations;  and  someone  shouted, 
"Blasphemy !" 

Another  yelled,  "If  you  are  that  prophet,  let  us 
see  you  do  the  works  they  say  you  do  in  Caper- 
naum. You  look  to  me  like  Jeshua,  the  son  of  old 
Joseph  there." 

Jeshua  replied,  "No  prophet  is  accepted  in  his 
own  country." 

The  whole  audience  seemed  to  be  pulled  by  an 
intense  anger.  They  arose  to  take  Him,  shouting 
that  they  would  throw  Him  over  a  cliff  nearby; 
but  He  stepped  down  and  walked  to  the  door  and 
out,  they  appearing  not  to  see  Him. 

My  father  smiled,  "He  will  come  to  no  harm. 
He  has  His  work  to  do." 

There  is  no  need  of  my  telling  you  all  that  He 
taught  or  all  that  He  did.  These  things  have  been 
written,  and  well  written,  by  my  friends  and 
associates. 

I  regret  only  one  thing.  One  of  our  later  asso- 
ciates, Dr.  Luke,  wrote  an  account  of  His  life  to 
the  Greek  people.  I  wish  that  He  had  not  trans- 
lated the  name  of  my  brother  into  that  language. 
Proper  names  need  not  be  translated,  but  the  Doc- 
tor did  it.  Sometimes  when  I  hear  people  now 
speak  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  have  to  stop  and  catch 
myself  before  I  realize  that  they  are  talking  about 
my  elder  brother,  Jeshua,  the  Anointed  One. 

The  writings  tell  well  enough  of  the  accusations, 

the  death  —  and  of  His  resurrection.   It  was  not 

until  after  that  —  when  the  excited  Mary  had  told 

Peter  and  John,  and  they  had  seen  the  empty  tomb 

—  that  we  began  to  have  clear  in  our  minds  what 

He  meant  when  He  so  often  had  said  He  would 

rise  the  third  day. 

(Concluded  on  page  405.) 

Hsaiah  61:1,  2. 
sSee  Luke  4:16-30. 
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Fear  INot  Death 


Compiled  by  Marshall  T.  Burton 


"I.  leave  my  witness  with  you,  brothers  and 
sisters,  as  an  expert  witness.  I  believe  now  I  could 
qualify  in  any  court  by  all  the  rules  of  evidence 
as  an  expert  witness  that  God  lives,  that  Jesus  is 
the  Christ,  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of 
the  living-  God,  and  that  life  is  eternal."^ 


Down  through  the  ages  there  has  been  no  sub- 
ject with  which  man  has  been  more  concerned 
than  death.  Even  in  our  highly  specialized  and 
scientific  world,  great  numbers  of  people  live  in 
agonizing  fear  of  having  to  face  this  universal 
experience.  This  experience  called  death  has  defied 
description  and  explanation  in  the  face  of  our 
most  advanced  scientific  inquiry;  and  yet  our  Fa- 
ther has,  through  His  prophets,  revealed  the  sub- 
lime truth  of  this  in  every  Gospel  dispensation. 
Consider  carefully,  for  example,  the  statements  of 
three  of  our  modern-day  prophets : 

Elder  Matthew  Cowley 

"I  know  that  life  is  eternal.  It  is  so  simple 
to  believe  in  it  now.  It  may  have  been  difficult 
in  times  past,  but  now  we  know  that  the  whole 
universe  is  full  of  life — life  that  we  cannot  see, 
but  it  is  there.  You  turn  on  your  radio,  and  it 
comes  to  life.  What  is  the  life  of  your  radio?  It 
is  not  the  tubes.  It  is  not  the  wires.  It  is  not  the 
beautiful  piece  of  furniture.  The  life  of  your  radio, 

your  television  is  out 
here  in  the  universe.  De- 
stroy the  tubes.  Destroy 
the  beautiful  cabinet  — 
what  happens  ?  You  have 
only  destroyed  that 
which  is  material.  You 
have  not  destroyed  the 
power,  the  life  which 
made  that  instrument 
live.  You  cannot  destroy 
that.  Man  did  not  invent 
these  powers.  General 
Electric  did  not.  West- 
inghouse  did  not.  They  have  always  been  there. 
They  have  always  existed.  They  are  eternal.  Life 
is  just  as  eternal.  Yes,  our  tubes  may  burn  out, 
these  mortal  tubes.  We  lay  away  these  bodies. 
They  degenerate,  but  the  life  which  animated  these 
bodies,  you  cannot  destroy  that.  If  life  were  not 
immortal,  what  would  animate  the  body  of  a  new- 
born babe?  Oh,  it  is  so  simple  to  believe  in  these 
things  now  in  this  age  of  miracles.  .  . 


Elder  Cowley 


(For  Course  20,  lesson  of  February  11,  "The  Purpose  of  Death"; 
and  of  general  interest.  A  12-niinute  LDS  film  strip  is  now  available 
which  can  be  used  to  create  a  focal  point  for  this  lesson.  A  33%  rpm 
record  can  furnish  sound  to  accompany  the  film  strip  and  printed 
script.  They  can  be  purchased  by  sending  a  check  or  money  order  in 
the  amount  of  $5.95  direct  to  Inland  West  Distributors,  Box  8197, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.) 


President  Joseph   F.  Smith 

''What  a  glorious  thought  it  is  .  .  .  that  those 
from  whom  we  have  to  part  here,  we  will  meet 
again  and  see  as  they  are.  We  will  meet  the  same 
identical  being  that  we  associated  with  here  in 
the  flesh — not  some  other  soul,  some  other  being, 
or  the  same  being  in  some  other  form,  but  the 
same  identity  and  the  same  form  and  likeness, 
the  same  person  we  knew  and  were  associated  with 
in  our  mortal  existence,  even  to  the  wounds  in  the 
flesh.  Not  that  a  person  will  always  be  marred  by 
scars,  wounds,  deformities,  defects  or  infirmities, 
for  these  will  be  removed  in  their  course,  in  their 
proper  time,  according  to  the  merciful  providence 
of  God.  Deformity  will  be  removed,  defects  will 
be  eliminated,  and  men  and  women  shall  attain 
to  the  perfection  of  their  spirits,  to  the  perfection 
that  God  designed  in  the  beginning.  .  . 

"We  will  progress  and  develop  and  grow  in 
wisdom  and  understanding,  but  our  identity  can 
never  change.  We  existed 
from  the  beginning,  have 
existed  always,  and  will 
continue  forever.  We  did 
not  pass  through  the  or- 
deals of  embodiment  in 
the  lesser  animals  in  or- 
der to  reach  the  perfec- 
tion to  which  we  have 
attained  in  manhood  and 
womanhood,  in  the  image 
and  likeness  of  God.  God 
was  and  is  our  Father."^  President  Smith 

President  Hugh   B.  Brown 

"1  am  persuaded  that  the  reason  many  men 
are  afraid  of  death  is  because  they  are  afraid  of 
the  unknown.  They  say,  and  rightly,  that  we  know 
really  very  little  about  the  pattern  and  detail  of 
what  is  over  there.  The  Lord  hasn't  revealed  very 
much  about  the  details  of  that  life,  but  that  there 
is  such  a  life  He  has  made  plain  through  repeated 
revelation.  .  .  One  reason  that  some  men  are  afraid 
of  death  is  that  they  say  that  no  one  has  come 
back  to  tell  what  happens  there.  They  say,  'I  am 
afraid  to  go  because  while  I  know  what  is  hap- 
pening here,  I  don't  know  what  is  going  to  be.' 


^Matthew  Cowley  Speaks,  1960;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  pages  445,  446. 

''Joseph  F.  Smith,  Gospel  Doctrine,  1928;  Deseret  Book  Company, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  pages  28-32. 
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When  I  hear  a  man  speak  like  that,  I  think  and 
sometimes  ask  him,  'How  much  did  you  know 
about  this  world  before  you  came  into  it?  Were 
you  afraid  to  come?' 

"According  to  the  scriptures,  we  shouted  for 
joy  at  the  prospects,  although  I  am  sure  we  knew 
something  of  the  risk  involved.  We  were  not  afraid 
in  one  sense,  for  we  had  some  knowledge.  How- 
ever, when  we  entered  that  prenatal  state  where 
our  bodies  were  being  formed,  we  began  to  forget 
what  we  had  learned  in  a  pre-existent  state,  and 
in  that  state  just  before  our  mortal  birth,  if  some- 
one could  have  talked  with  us  as  unborn  babes, 
and  had  said  to  us  individually,  'You  are  to  be 
born  into  another  world  shortly,'  I  am  quite  sure 
if  the  little  child  could  speak  or  think,  he  would 
have  shrunk  back  and  said,  'I  don't  want  to  be 
born  into  another  world,  I  am  happy  here  under 
the  heart  of  my  mother.  Separate  me  from  her, 
and  I  must  die.  Don't  ask  me  to  be  born  into  an 
unknown  world.  I  fear  it.'  I  think  perhaps  that  is 
what  a  child  would  say.  The  remarkable  thing  is 
that  when  the  child  is  born — and  if  it  had  not  been 

born  in  due  course,  it 
would  have  died,  and  the 
mother,  too,  perhaps — he 
finds  an  environment 
suited  to  him.  He  finds 
that  during  the  months 
of  preparation  he  has 
been  developing  certain 
functional  organs  which 
were  not  needed  in  that 
prenatal  state,  but  which 
immediately  began  to 
operate  when  the  child 
breathed  the  first  breath 
of  life;  the  lungs  and  other  organs  of  the  body 
began  to  function. 

"Now  I  wonder,  brethren  and  sisters,  whether 
in  a  very  real  sense  this  earth  life  is  not  a  prenatal 
state.  Prenatal  meaning  before  birth.  I  personally 
am  very  sure  that  that  is  true.  This  is  a  prepara- 
tory state.  If  that  is  true,  then  we  are  now,  per- 
haps, largely,  unconsciously,  developing  certain, 
shall  we  call  them  spiritual  organs,  which  we  do  not 
fully  utilize,  but  which  when  we  are  born  into 
that  next  life  will  begin  to  operate  and  function. 
We  shall  find  there  as  we  have  found  here  that 
preparation  was  made  for  our  coming,  not  only  in 
the  environment,  but  in  ourselves. 

What  we  call  death  is  but  a  birth  and  a  begin- 
ning, and  we  need  not  fear  this  change.^ 

■'From  an  address  at  the  funeral  of  Christen  Jensen,  Aug.  21,  1961. 
Printed  here  by  permission  of  the  family. 


Presideyit  Brown 


JESUS  CHRIST,  THE  SON  OF  GOD 

{Concluded  from  page  403.) 

Sometime  after  this  we  were  sitting  on  the  roof 
of  our  old  house  in  Nazareth.  Peter  and  the  apostles 
had  organized  the  Church.  I  was  appointed  to  be 
president  of  the  Nazareth  Branch,  As  the  stars 
shone  that  night  on  us  with  all  the  glory  of  their 
clear  beauty,  I  felt  impelled  to  ask, 

"Mother,  was  Jeshua  the  Son  of  God?" 

"Yes,  my  son." 

"But  Joseph  was  His  father." 

"No,  Joseph  was  not  His  father.  Joseph  was 
yow^  father,  but  not  His  father." 

"Then  who  was  His  father?" 

"I  have  told  you.    He  was  the  Son  of  God." 

She  continued: 

"Years  ago  I  was  visited  by  an  angel  who  told 
me  that  I  should  bear  a  son  who  would  be  called 
Jeshua,  the  Anointed  One,  the  Son  of  God.  Your 
father  had  intended  to  break  the  engagement  when 
he  discovered  that  I  was  expecting  a  baby.  The 
angel  commanded  him  to  marry  me  and  raise  the 
child.  These  things,  my  sons,  we  have  carried  in 
our  hearts  all  through  the  years :  The  joy  of  rear- 
ing, the  pride  of  His  accomplishments,  the  puzzle- 
ment in  our  souls  when  He  did  what  we  least 
expected  and  when  He  taught  new  doctrine.  Yet 
we  waited,  knowing  God's  will  would  be  done :  The 
agony  of  frustration  at  His  death  and  the  sight  of 
His  glorious  resurrection  have  at  last  each  one 
been  put  in  its  proper  place.  Remember  always, 
my  sons  and  daughters.  He  is  the  Son  of  God,  liter- 
ally and  finally.  Your  mother  gave  Him  His  earthly 
tabernacle.  Your  father  was  privileged  to  act  as 
His  foster  father." 

I  can  see  my  mother  now  as  she  sat  there  in  the 
dignity  of  her  old  age,  silver-haired,  as  she  bore 
witness  that  their  Jeshua,  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
Greeks,  was  the  Son  of  God,  the  Redeemer.  As 
Esaias  said,  "...  Wonderful,  Counseller,  The  mighty 
God,  The  everlasting  Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace."* 

She  said  to  us,  "Let  us  never  forget  it." 


Well,  let  you  and  me  never  forget  it  either. 
He  is  the  Son  of  God.  He  is  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
He  is  your  Saviour;  He  is  my  Saviour.  He  was 
resurrected;  He  did  establish  this  Church.  Let  us 
all  be  united  in  that  testimony,  in  His  holy  name. 
Amen. 


^Isaiah  9:6. 
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Do  I  Remeraber 


hy  Hazel  F.  Young 


A  REVERENCE  CHECKLIST  FOR  CHILDREN 


DO  I  REMEMBER  .  .  . 

As  I  enter  the  chapel   .  .  . 

That  this  is  the  house  of  the  Lord? 

That  this  house  has  been  built  through  loving, 
cooperative  effort  of  the  families  of  my  ward? 

That  it  has  been  dedicated  by  a  servant  of  God 
for  a  special  purpose  —  for  the  v^orship  of  our 
Heavenly  Father? 

That  I  am  an  invited  guest? 

That  my  behavior  should  be  respectful  and 
reverent  at  all  times? 

As  I  participate  in  the  worship  service  .  .  . 

That  the  sincere  w^elcome  is  helping  me  to 
know  that  I  am  wanted  and  needed? 

That  the  leaders  are  setting  a  proper  example 
for  me  and  expect  me  to  follow  it? 

That  the  prelude  music  is  helping  me  to  get 
into  the  right  mood  for  worship  and  requires  my 
quiet  listening? 

That  the  hymns  are  really  prayers  unto  our 
Heavenly  Father  and  deserve  my  very  best  singing? 

That  the  prayers  are  being  spoken  for  me  and 
for  all  others  present  and  should  have  my  "amen" 
at  the  conclusion? 

That  the  sacrament  represents  the  last  supper 
of  the  Lord  and  requires  my  attentive  thinking 
about  His  love  and  sacrifice  for  me? 

That  the  spiritual  presentations  —  the  talks, 
the  poems,  the  personal  incidents  —  are  helping 
me  worship  and  require  my  undivided  attention 
and  respect? 

As  i  participate  in  the  class  period  .  .  . 

That  ray  teacher  is  helping  me  to  learn  more 
about  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  deserves  my 
respectful  attitude  and  consideration? 

That  my  teacher  is  helping  me  to  live  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  and  expects  my  coopera- 
tion? 

That  opportunities  for  growing  in  the  Gospel 
are  abundant  if  I  will  but  take  advantage  of  them? 


(For  Course  4,  lesson  of  January  7,  "We  Go  to  Church  to  Worship 
God,"  and  lesson  of  March  4.  "Church  Activities  Make  Us  Happy"; 
and  for  all  children.) 
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MEET   YOUR 
NEW  BOARD 

MEMBERS 

hy  Lowell  R.  Jackson 


Reid  N.  Nibley 

"It  is  difficult  to  separate  the 
man  and  his  music,"  commented 
both  a  close  friend  and  a  family 
member.  They  were  speaking 
jointly  of  Reid  Neibaur  Nibley, 
recently  appointed  to  the  Sunday 
School  General  Board. 

"Did  you  know  he  is  the  grand- 
son of  Charles  W.  Nibley,  one  of 
the  greatest  Presiding  Bishops  in 
our  Church,  a  counselor  to  Presi- 
dent Grant?" 

"Not  only  is  he  a  brilliant 
pianist,  but  he  has  a  wonderful 
spirit  about  him." 

"He  has  a  great  sense  of  hu- 
mor. He's  an  excellent  toast- 
master." 

"He  is  a  very  human  person." 

"A  marvelous  teacher,  he 
brings  out  the  best  in  his  students, 
inspires  them  to  expand  their  ap- 
preciation of  the  arts  as  well  as 
their  abilities." 

No  doubt  about  it,  Brother  Nib- 
ley creates  a  multitude  of  im- 
pressions since  he  has  had  the 
remarkable  ability  of  expressing 
himself  vividly  and  effectively  in 
whatever  he  does. 

Already,  in  his  new  assign- 
ment, he  has  been  appointed  to 
serve  on  both  the  Music  and  the 
Instructor  Committees.  Dr.  Al- 
exander Schreiner,   chairman   of 


Brother  Nibley 


the  Music  Committee,  comment- 
ed: "I  am  very  eager  to  have 
this  able  young  man  work  with 
us.  He  has  so  much  to  offer  in 
the  way  of  training  and  experi- 
ence." 
Brother  Nibley  hails  from  beau- 
tiful Santa  Mo- 
nica, California. 
He  began  his  ex- 
tensive educa- 
tion at  the  Dor- 
an  School  in 
Glendale,  and 
from  there  went 
to  the  Verdugo 
Woodlands 
School  in  La  Canada,  California. 
Prior  to  entering  Los  Angeles 
City  College,  he  attended  the  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  School  in  Seattle, 
Washington,  and  the  John  Mar- 
shall School  in  Hollywood,  Cali- 
fornia. His  higher  education 
continued  at  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity. In  1950,  he  obtained  his 
Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  degree 
from  the  University  of  Utah ;  and, 
in  1953,  he  received  his  Master's 
degree  from  the  same  institution. 
Following  this,  he  attended  the 
Music  Academy  in  Vienna,  Aus- 
tria, from  1954  through  1955, 
then  returned  to  his  native  state 
for  continued  educational  pur- 
suits at  the  University  of  South- 
ern California  in  Los  Angeles, 
where  he  later  taught. 

A  brother  of  Reid  Nibley 
attributes  such  enthusiasm  for 
musical  studies  and  educational 
pursuits  to  a  master  teacher. 
Laborious  Hauptman,  who  began 
instructing  8-year-old  Reid  in 
Seattle,  Washington. 


Such  concentrated  effort  has  led 
to  a  brilliant  career  on  the  concert 
stage.  A  soloist  with  the  Los 
Angeles  Philharmonic  at  the  age 
of  18,  Reid  Nibley  did  some  ex- 
tensive concertizing  in  the  West 
before  going  to  New  York  in 
1943.  In  1947,  he  made  his  debut 
at  Town  Hall,  and,  in  1948,  be- 
came official  pianist  with  the 
Utah  Symphony  Orchestra  and 
has  been  featured  many  times  as 
soloist  with  this  group.  He  has 
also  appeared  as  guest  soloist  on 
the  Standard  Hour  from  Los 
Angeles  and  on  a  Vienna  radio 
broadcast  over  the  Red-White- 
Red  network. 

Despite  the  demands  of  educa- 
tion and  career.  Brother  Nibley 
has  devoted  many  hours  to  the 
Church,  serving  six  years  as  a 
missionary  on  Temple  Square,  as 
Sunday  School  teacher,  as  direc- 
tor of  a  priesthood  chorus  and 
instructor  and  counselor  in  his 
elders  quorum,  as  priest  quorum 
adviser,  as  a  counselor  of  a  serv- 
iceman's branch  in  Vienna,  and 
in  many  other  capacities. 

Brother  Nibley  is  presently  em- 
ployed as  assistant  professor  of 
music  (head  of  the  piano  divi- 
sion) at  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity. He  resides  in  Provo  with  his 
wife,  the  former  Marjorie  Jean 
McBride,  who  is  an  accomplished 
painter  from  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  They  are  parents  of 
three  sons  and  one  daughter  and 
are  a  closely-knit  family  group. 

Reid  N.  Nibley  is  well  qualified 
through  his  varied  experiences  to 
serve  in  this  new  assignment. 


Calvin  C.  Cook 


Recently  appointed  to  the  Sun- 
day School  General  Board  is  Cal- 
vin C.  Cook,  formerly  first  coun- 
selor in  the  Monument  Park  Ward 
bishopric.  Brother  Cook  is  a  very 
outgoing  young  man,  sincere  in 
his  approach  to  life  and  its  prob- 
lems, enterprising  in  serving  his 
Church  and  his  fellow  men. 


During  World 
War  II,  while 
still  in  his  teens, 
Brother  Cook 
joined  the  Mer- 
chant Marines. 
There  he  came 
in  close  contact 


Brother  Cook 


with  boys  from  all  walks  of  life. 
It  was  here  that  a  determination 
was  born  to  help  young  people — 
to  save  them  from  heartache  and 
fill  their  lives  with  happy  experi- 
ences. 

How  was  he  to  do  this  ? 

In  1946,  he  entered  the  mission 

{Concluded  on  page  409.) 


DECEMBER     1961 


407 


Huralllty 

and  Personal 
Dynamics 

by  Wesley  P.  Lloyd* 


IN  an  age  bristling  with  rugged  competition  and 
accented  by  the  "power  drive''  in  human  af- 
fairs, it  is  spiritually  refreshing  to  come  upon  a 
man  whose  personal  dynamics  spring  from  his 
genuine  humility. 

For  contrary  to  some  common  misconceptions, 
the  humble  man  is  not  characterized  by  retreat, 
perpetual  apology,  continuous  abasement,  or  feel- 
ings of  personal  inferiority.  Such  characteristics 
may  be  merely  the  marks  of  a  maladjusted  person- 
ality and  are  not  to  be  confused  with  humility  as 
a  primary  personal  virtue. 

Humble  people  may  be,  but  are  not  in  all  cases, 
the  poor,  the  sick  or  the  down-trodden.  Surrounded 
by  any  given  circumstance  the  humble  man  has  a 
sense  of  dependence  upon  his  Maker  and  a  recog- 
nized need  for  his  fellow  men.  With  him  these 
feelings  are  not  submerged  by  pride  nor  a  thirst 
for  power. 

To  be  intelligently  aware  of  one's  own  limita- 
tions is  an  essential  feature  of  true  humility.  It  is 
not  to  be  found  among  the  boastful,  the  inconsider- 
ate, nor  the  self -centered.  When  one  is  aware  of 
his  limitations  in  an  intelligent  way,  he  will  not 
underrate  himself  as  a  child  of  his  Maker  nor 
overlook  the  simple  fact  that  he  was  created  with 
power  to  look  up  and  be  encouraged  rather  than 
to  live  under  total  abasement. 

Although  Christians,  Buddhists,  Taoists  and 
others  have,  through  the  centuries,  glorified  hu- 
mility as  a  primary  virtue,  this  virtue  has  had  its 
ardent  critics.  Nietzsche,  Machiavelli  and  other  so- 
called  power  men  have  regarded  the  humble  as 
the  weak,  who  could  be  used  as  stepping  stones  on 
which  the  "transcendent  great'*  could  rise  to  power. 


(For  Course  18,  lesson  of  February  11,  "Humility";  for  Course  26, 
lesson  of  February  25,  "Humility";   and  of  general  interest.) 

*Dr.  Lloyd  is  dean  of  the  graduate  school  at  Brigham  Young 
University.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Student  Personnel  Administrators,  president  of  the  Utah 
Conference  on  Higher  Education,  director  of  two  teams  of  specialists 
in  higher  education  who  conducted  institutes  in  Japan  on  request 
of  the  Japanese  Universities  and  the  Ministry  of  Education,  and 
during  the  past  ten  years  has  been  a  consultant  on  higher 
education  in  24  countries,  having  returned  in  late  August,  1961, 
from  educational  consulting  work  in  Colombia,  South  America. 
Brother  Lloyd  received  his  M.S.  degree  from  BYU  in  1934,  and  his 
Ph.D.  degree  from  the  University  of  Chicago  in  1937.  He  has  served 
as  bishop  of  the  Provo  Seventh  Ward,  Provo  Stake,  and  is  presently 
a  member  of  the  BYU  Stake  high  council.  He  and  his  wife,  Lillie 
Murdock  Lloyd,  have  two  sons,  Kent  M.  and  Gary  M.  Lloyd. 


Those  who  rate  humility  as  weakness  have  jarred 
our  placid  thinking  and  driven  us  to  rugged  reason- 
ing to  support  our  claims  of  its  strength. 

With  all  its  appeal,  humility  is  found  all  too 
seldom  in  the  affairs  of  men.  We  see  Khrushchev 
with  a  shoe-pounding  performance  monopolizing 
sessions  of  the  United  Nations  Assembly  without 
a  major  loss  of  his  power  and  influence.  In  less 
spectacular  scenes  we  may  find  a  businessman 
who  disregards  the  common  ethics  of  business  and 
gathers  wealth  and  power  by  the  cold  and  calculated 
art  of  pure  competition  or  power  economics;  a 
father  or  husband  who  under  the  guise  of  the 
authority  of  his  position  may  be  mastering  his 
home  through  sheer  power  structure,  or  the  brother 
or  sister  at  home  who,  through  selfishness  or  lack 
of  consideration  for  others,  may  take  advantage 
of  those  who  feel  less  secure.  All  these  and  their 
modern  methods  of  dominance  call  us  back  to  a 
consideration  of  a  humility  more  positive  and 
dynamic  than  the  arrogance  which  it  will  often 
meet  and  overcome. 

Need  humility  represent  a  morality  of  slaves 
rather  than  of  free  men?  Need  he  who  practices 
the  golden  rule  find  inner  victory  with  no  corres- 
ponding gain  in  social  power?  Must  he  continu- 
ously be  called  upon  to  "turn  the  other  cheek,"  or 
"to  give  his  cloak  also"?  To  answer  these  questions 
in  the  affirmative  is  to  understand  but  one  side 
of  humility. 

There  are  those  who  are  so  continuously  beaten 
and  discouraged  by  negative  events  of  life  that  they 
begin  to  accept  personal  defeat  as  routine.  They 
show  a  willingness  to  adjust  to  any  demands  of 
external  circumstance.  This  attitude  which  marks 
the  hesitant,  the  overly  accommodating,  or  the 
apologetic  individual  as  servant  and  the  circum- 
stance as  master  has  been  at  times  mistaken  for 
humility.  Yet  when  our  actions  or  decisions  come 
from  lack  of  confidence,  mental  misgivings  or  fear, 
we  work  from  positions  of  weakness  and  encourage 
the  dominance  of  those  who  may  be  merely  power- 
ful or  ruthless.  If  such  retreat  can  be  called  hu- 
mility at  all,  it  represents  this  virtue  in  its  lower 
form. 

Let  us  think  together,  then,  of  a  higher  dimen- 
sion of  humility:  one  that  accents  its  dynamic 
potential  for  mental  and  spiritual  release  rather 
than  making  it  a  beginning  point  for  mental  and 
social  servitude.  From  a  Nietzsche,  a  Machiavelli 
or  a  Khrushchev,  we  turn  to  a  Ghandi,  a  David  0. 
McKay  or  a  Schweitzer:  men  intelligently  aware 
of  their  limitations  but  able  to  attain  a  remarkable 
mastery  over  the  potential  crudities  of  self.  They 
exemplify  not  a  noisy  quest  for  power,  but  rather 
a  confidence  in  the  possible  goodness  of  life  and  of 
people.    Without  being  maladjusted  personalities 
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shouting  for  attention,  they  have  been  serene,  effec- 
tive, and  powerful.  Grateful  to  their  Creator  for 
the  knowledge  they  and  others  have  discovered  on 
many  fronts,  recognizing  the  great  distance  that 
the  human  family  has  traveled  in  overcoming  dis- 
ease, pestilence,  and  ignorance,  they  have  stood 
intelligently  humble;  dependent  yet  encouraged 
and  motivated  to  new  goals  of  achievement.  With- 
out their  demanding  it,  the  world  has  beaten  a 
pathway  to  their  door. 

Perhaps  it  is  men  of  quiet  and  sustained  confi- 
dence in  life's  goodness  who,  with  an  understanding 
of  their  potential  strength,  can  assess  their  weak- 
nesses, limitations,  and  needs  most  accurately  and 
without  desperation.  They  have  a  sensitivity  of 
the  distance  they  have  yet  to  travel,  a  conscious- 
ness of  their  dependence  on  their  Creator  and  a  felt 
need  to  unlock  the  meaning  of  the  world  around 


them.  Out  beyond  their  knowledge  and  influence 
stretches  constantly  the  larger  world  of  the  un- 
known; steady,  deep  and  meaningful,  beckoning 
them  on  to  new  ventures  of  the  mind  and  spirit. 
Knowing  their  limitations  and  their  need  for 
further  enlightenment,  appreciating  their  own  ac- 
complishments and  respecting  their  fellow  men, 
they  possess  not  the  weakness  inherent  either  in 
the  master  or  the  slave.  We  see  in  them  a  confi- 
dent, positive  humility  that  leads  to  understanding, 
to  further  identification  with  their  Creator  and  to 
natural  and  unforced  leadership  among  their  fellow 
men. 

Without  seeking  it,  some  will  find  within  them- 
selves the  hidden  power  of  a  humble  soul;  a  kind 
of  kinetic  and  dynamic  force,  human  and  divine, 
equal  to  their  need  and  to  ours  in  a  new  and 
better  day. 


MEET  YOUR   NEW   BOARD  MEMBERS    (Concluded  from  page  407.) 


field  in  the  Central  States  Mission 
where  he  immersed  himself  com- 
pletely in  the  Restored  Gospel, 
learning  lessons  not  only  from 
scripture  but  from  life  while  he 
served  as  president  of  the  Mis- 
souri District. 

The  next  step  he  took,  in  1948, 
was  to  instruct  young  people  in 
early  morning  seminary  classes. 
This  meant  providing  taxi  service, 
sharing  his  home  and  free  hours 
to  build  "happy  experiences,"  and 
plunging  into  each  Gospel  subject 
with  all  the  firm  fervor  of  a  new- 
born convert. 

In  his  13  years  of  teaching. 
Brother  Cook's  popularity  and  in- 
fluence with  youth  has  been  over- 
whelming. Endowed  with  clean- 
cut  features,  rugged  good  looks, 
and  a  genuine  concern  for  others, 
he  has  brought  many  a  youngster 
to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel. 

From  1952  to  1954,  he  served 
as   a   chaplain  with  the   United 


States  TAG  Air  Command  at  Clo- 
vis  Air  Force  Base,  New  Mexico. 
There  he  was  highly  successful 
in  influencing  others  to  pursue 
the  "good  life."  Always  one  to 
strike  at  the  heart  of  a  matter 
(become  personal,  in  a  sense) ,  he 
makes  first-name  acquaintances 
immediately  without  effort  or 
abashment,  and  instinctively 
senses  the  needs  of  others,  reach- 
ing out  with  a  firm  hand  or  giving 
an  encouraging  pat  on  the  back. 
Brother  Cook  has  been  equally 
successful  in  other  areas  of  his 
busy  life.  He  has  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Utah  (1952)  and  has  done 
graduate  work  in  law  school 
there.  One  of  his  many  pursuits 
is  contracting  (building  and  fur- 
nishing houses).  Another  is  an 
exhaustive  study  of  LDS  doctrine. 
Although  a  man  of  considerable 
accomplishments  and  capacities, 
he  has  a  free  and  disarming  man- 


ner; he  is  relaxed  and  easy-going 
in  his  determination.  This  ac- 
counts for  much  of  his  success 
as  Sales  Manager  of  the  Western 
Steel  Service  Center,  where  he  has 
been  employed  since  1955. 

This  same  attitude  is  also  ex- 
tended to  his  family.  Brother 
Cook  is  very  devoted  to  his  wife, 
the  former  Nadine  Anderson,  and 
their  five  children  (four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son) .  Free  hours  are 
family  hours  with  a  great  spirit 
of  "togetherness,"  whether  it  is 
swimming,  bowling,  frolicking  on 
the  lawn,  or  kneeling  in  family 
prayer. 

Calvin  C.  Cook  comes  to  his 
new  assignment  well  qualified.  He 
has  served  as  a  missionary  on 
Temple  Square  for  13  years.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Emi- 
gration Stake  Sunday  School 
Board,  ward  genealogical  chair- 
man, and  member  of  the  Stake 
Aaronic  Priesthood  Committee. 
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Isapa,  Chiapas,  where   Stela  5  was  unearthed,   is  a 
city  of  ruins  located  in  the  southern  part  of  Mexico. 


Izapa  Stela  5 
aixd  tliie 
of  Mor^mon 

by  M.  Wells  Jakeman,  Ph.D,'^ 


An  important  relig-ious  symbol  of  ancient  Amer- 
ica, just  as  of  the  Old  World,  was  that  of  the 
"Tree  of  Life." 

Some  years  ago  a  new  representation  of  this 
symbol  was  discovered  in  ancient  American  art,  in 
a  carving-  on  a  large  stone  monument  unearthed  at 
the  ruin  site  of  Izapa  in  southern  Mexico.  (See 
photograph  and  map.  This  monument  is  the  fifth 
of  the  numbered  stelae  or  carved  stone  slabs  that 
once  stood  in  the  temple  courts  of  the  ancient  city 
of  Izapa;  and  it  is  the  largest  monument  so  far 
discovered  at  that  site,  measuring  approximately 
eight  feet  high,  five  feet  wide,  and  two  feet  thick.) 

This  new  Izapa  carving  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  in 
fact,  may  surpass  in  importance  all  other  finds  to 


(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  December  17,  "Moroni,  the  Last  of  the 
Nephites";  for  Course  15,  lesson  of  December  10,  "Moroni  Finished 
His  Father's  Work";  and  of  general  interest.) 

*Dr.  Jakeman  is  professor  of  archaeology  at  Brigham  Young 
University.  He  received  his  B.A.  degree  from  the  University  of  Utah 
in  1931,  his  M.A.  from  the  University  of  Southern  California  in  1932, 
and  his  Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  California  in  1938. 


The  monument,  "Stela  5,"  shown  here  partially  unearthed, 
is  the  largest  monument  so  far  discovered  at  Izapa.  It  is 
about  eight  feet  high,  five  feet  wide,  and  two  feet   thick. 


date  in  the  field  of  American  archaeology.  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  much  older  than  any  previously- 
known  representation  of  this  symbol  in  the  New 
World.  (The  carving  is  in  an  earlier  art  style 
than  that  of  the  well-known  Maya  sculptures  of 
southern  Mexico  and  Central  America  —  a  style 
which  dates  it  probably  to  the  first  or  second  cen- 
tury of  the  Christian  Era,  or  as  much  as  half  a 
millennium  earlier  than  the  Maya  portrayals  of 
the  Tree  of  Life.) 

Secondly,  and  perhaps  because  of  its  much 
earlier  date,  the  Izapa  Stela  5  representation  differs 
significantly  from  all  previously-known  represen- 
tations of  the  symbol  in  the  New  World,  either 
Maya  or  Aztec.  For  here  the  holy  tree  is  shown 
naturalistically,  with  eight  branches  bearing  fruit. 
(In  all  the  later  Maya  and  Aztec  portrayals  the  Tree 
is  conventionalized  into  the  form  of  a  two-branched, 
cross-shaped  tree  or  maize  plant — the  so-called 
''cross"  symbol  of  ancient  America.)  Moreover, 
two  personages  here  shown  guarding  or  worshiping 
the  Tree  appear  as  supernatural  beings  rather  than 
merely  human  priests  as  seen  in  the  Maya  and 
Aztec  representations.  In  fact,  they  have  a  definite 
resemblance  to  the  supernatural  beings  seen  guard- 
ing or  worshiping  the  Tree  of  Life  in  ancient  Assy- 
rian and  Palestinian  representations  of  this  symbol 
in  the  Old  World.  For  just  as  the  genii  seen 
guarding  the  Tree  in  these  ancient  Near  Eastern 
portrayals — which  apparently  represent  the  cheru- 
bim spoken  of  in  the  biblical  story  as  guarding  the 
Tree  of  Life  in  the  Garden  of  Eden — so  also  the 
personages  seen  here  (1)  are  two  in  number;  (2) 
stand  facing  the  Tree  on  either  side,  in  the  con- 
ventional posture  of  figures  in  ancient  Near  Eastern 
art  (face  in  profile,  shoulders  in  full  front  or  three- 
quarters  view,  but  the  legs  unnaturally  again  in 
profile  with  the  feet  in  tandem)  ;  (3)  have  bird 
heads  and — in  the  case  of  one  of  them — wings; 
and  (4)  hold  bags  (for  the  fruit  of  the  Tree?)  and 
a  pointed  object  raised  towards  the  Tree ! 

What  must  we  conclude  from  these  several 
detailed  similarities  which  the  Izapa  carving  pre- 
sents to  the  Near  Eastern  portrayals  of  the  Tree  of 
Life?  Certainly  the  arbitrary  nature  of  most  of 
these  correspondences  (i.e.,  their  unexpectedness, 
since  unessential  to  the  basic  symbolism  of  the 
Tree  of  Life),  seems  to  rule  out  the  possibility  of 
their  having  been  hit  upon  independently  by  the 
ancient  priest-artists  of  America  and  the  Near  East. 
In  other  words,  the  Tree  of  Life  sculpture  of  Izapa 
Stela  5  must  be  considered  strong  evidence — per- 
haps the  strongest  yet  to  come  forth  from  archaeo- 
logical research — of  a  connection  between  the  an- 
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cient  civilizations  of  America  and  those  of  the 
Old  World. 

But  the  Tree  of  Life  with  its  two  cherubimlike 
or  Near  Eastern-type  figures,  though  the  central 
feature,  is  only  part  of  the  Izapa  carving.  In  fact, 
this  carving  presents  one  of  the  most  unusual  and 
interesting  scenes  ever  encountered  in  ancient 
American  art — a  complicated  portrayal  of  some 
ancient  event  concerning  the  Tree  of  Life. 

For  prominent  among  the  additional  features 
are  six  persons  shown  seated  around  and  apparent- 
ly discussing  the  fruit-bearing  tree  in  the  center 
or  Tree  of  Life.  The  principal  one  among 
them  is  an  old,  stoop-shouldered  man  with  a  long, 
full  beard  (i.e.,  a  white  man?),  seated  oriental- 
fashion  on  a  cushion  facing  the  tree,  and  wearing 
a  high  pointed  tiara,  which  resembles  the  tiaras 
worn  by  ancient  Israelite  high  priests.  His  hands 
are  outstretched  in  speaking  gestures  towards  the 
tree,  i.e.,  he  is  apparently  saying  something  con- 
cerning the  tree — the  Tree  of  Life — to  the  other 
five  persons  seated  around. 

Another  of  the  six  is  apparently  also  a  person 
of  advanced  years,  who  sits  behind  the  old  bearded 
man  on  a  cushioned  stool,  wears  a  tall  horned  and 
feathered  crown  (which  resembles  the  ancient 
Egyptian  crown  worn  by  a  queen  or  princess!), 
and  holds  an  emblem  over  the  old  bearded  man; 
possibly  this  is  a  female  personage  of  similar  age 
in  attendance  upon  the  old  man. 

The  remaining  four  of  the  six  persons,  seated  on 
the  ground  in  front  of  this  older  couple,  appear  to 
be  four  young  men,  three  of  whom  wear  oriental- 
type  turbans.  One  of  them  is  portrayed  as  larger 
than  the  others  and  as  holding  a  pointed  object, 
evidently  a  stylus,  with  which  he  seems  to  be  re- 
cording— on  a  rectangular  object  that  must  be  a 
plate  or  tablet,  seen  resting  on  the  ground  before 
him — what  the  old  bearded  man  is  saying  about 
the  tree. 

Also  depicted  in  the  carving  is  what  is  evidently 
a  river  of  water  coming  by  the  tree,  as  well  as  many 
other  things  not  previously  seen  in  ancient  repre- 
sentations of  the  Tree  of  Life. 

Here,  in  fact,  we  have  what  appears  to  be  no 
less  than  an  ancient  portrayal  in  stone  of  the  very 
episode  of  the  Tree  of  Life  found  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  1  Nephi  8 — the  ancient  Hebrew  prophet 
Lehi  narrating  his  vision  of  the  Tree  of  Life  to 
his  family  gathered  around  (evidently  his  wife 
Sariah  and  the  four  sons  who  came  with  them 
into  the  wilderness — altogether  six  persons  in  this 
episode,  counting  Lehi  himself,  the  same  number  as 
shown  here)  ;  his  words  being  recorded  on  a  plate 
by  one  of  his  sons,  a  young  man  named  Nephi, 
described  as  "large  in  stature"  (1  Nephi  4:31); 
and  one  of  the  features  of  the  vision  itself  being  a 
river  of  water  coming  by  the  tree ! 


In  1958  an  expedition  of  the  archaeology  depart- 
ment of  Brigham  Young  University  to  southern 
Mexico  obtained  a  latex  mold  of  this  remarkable 
carving.  Careful  study  of  the  mold,  in  comparison 
with  the  monument  itself  and  an  excellent  photo- 
graph of  the  latter  obtained  by  an  expedition  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  1941  before  serious 
weathering  had  occurred,  verified  the  existence 
also  in  the  sculpture  of  hieroglyphs  above  two  of 
the  six  persons  seated  around  the  tree,  i.e.,  symbols 
which  undoubtedly  record  the  actual  names  of 
these  two  persons!  This  important  discovery,  of 
course,  opened  the  possibility  of  a  definite  decision 
as  to  whether  the  six  persons  portrayed  here  are, 
in  fact,  to  be  identified  with  the  six  persons  of  the 
Tree  of  Life  episode  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

These  two  "name-glyphs"  have  now  been  de- 
ciphered. One  of  them,  carved  above  the  old  beard- 
ed man  (i.e.,  the  person  corresponding  to  the  proph- 
et Lehi  of  the  Book  of  Mormon) ,  strangely  depicts 
a  great  face  in  profile,  emphasizing  the  jaws  or 
cheek  portion;  in  other  words,  it  may  be  an  in- 
direct or  symbolic  recording  of  this  person's  name 
by  simply  giving  its  peculiar  meaning,  that  of 
'jaws'  or  'cheek.'  Now  this  happens  to  be  the  mean- 
ing of  the  ancient  Hebrew  name  "Leh-hee,"  which 
is  transliterated  in  our  Old  Testament  as  Lehi! 
(the  i  representing  English  long  e  in  the  Romance 
languages,  though  this  name  in  English  is  pro- 
nounced "Leehai").  Here,  then,  is  an  apparent 
exact  name-agreement  with  the  Book  of  Mormon 
episode,  which — in  view  of  the  correspondence  al- 
ready noted  between  this  person  so  named  and  Lehi 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon — cannot  easily  be  explained 
away  as  accidental. 

A  final  test  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  identity  of 
the  six  persons  depicted  in  the  Izapa  carving  is 
provided  by  the  meaning  of  the  second  name-glyph, 
which  is  found  above  the  large  young  man  holding 
the  styluslike  object  (i.e.,  the  person  correspond- 
ing to  Nephi  of  the  Book  of  Mormon).  That  is, 
if  this  glyph  should  prove  decipherable  as  a  symbol 
recording  the  name  Nephi,  there  can  be  little  possi- 
bility left  that  the  resemblance  between  the  Izapa 
scene  and  the  Book  of  Mormon  episode  is  acciden- 
tal. In  other  words,  it  would  practically  establish 
this  carving  as  a  portrayal  of  that  episode. 

Now  this  second  glyph  has  been  found  to  be 
both  a  Maya  and  an  Egyptian  symbol.  The  name 
it  records  in  its  Maya  use  is  unknown.  But  in  its 
Egyptian  use  it  signifies  the  name  Nepri  (pro- 
nounced "Nepree")  or  Nepi  (pronounced  "Ne- 
pee" ;  a  shortened  form  of  the  name  dating  from 
the  New  Kingdom).  Now  the  latter  form,  it  will 
be  noted,  comes  very  close  to  the  Book  of  Mormon 
name  Nephi.  In  fact,  it  is  identical  with  that 
name;  for  it  has  been  shown  that  Nepi  was  pro- 

(Concluded  on  page  427.) 
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REACHING 

FAMILY 

DECISIONS 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

Jack  was  a  tall,  husky  and  handsome  boy  of 
16.  He  had  been  brought  to  the  juvenile  court 
judge  to  determine  what  should  be  done  with 
him.  The  judge  asked  the  boy  to  tell  those  present 
why  he  had  been  stealing,  breaking  the  traffic 
laws,  and  participating  in  vandalism.  Among  the 
many  other  things  the  boy  said  was  a  statement 
about  his  inability  to  get  along  with  his  father  and 
mother  and  some  of  his  brothers  and  sisters.  "I 
like  my  gang  better  than  I  do  them,"  he  said. 

Frank  was  the  president  of  a  big  corporation. 
Lately,  things  had  not  been  going  well.  The  com- 
pany's sales  were  down,  and  it  was  losing  ground 
to  many  of  its  competitors.  A  group  of  corporation 
analysts  had  been  called  in  from  the  outside  to 
give  their  own  estimate  as  to  what  was  wrong. 
They  began  this  extensive  and  long  study  by  ana- 
lyzing Frank's  character  and  his  method  of  treat- 
ment of  people  and  his  ability  as  an  executive.  In 
their  final  report  they  indicated  that  Frank  had  an 
excellent  mind,  was  a  hard  worker,  but  his  treat- 
ment of  the  members  of  the  organization  left  con- 
siderable to  be  desired.  Many  individuals  said 
that  they  did  not  feel  that  this  was  "their  organi- 
zation," and  that  in  instances  when  they  felt  they 
might  have  made  a  contribution  in  the  decision- 
making process,  they  were  not  given  this  opportu- 
nity. They  were  not  involved,  they  felt,  in  the 
most  efficient  way ;  therefore,  they  could  not  make 
their  maximum  contribution  to  the  organization. 

Jeff's  family  was  run  without  any  apparent 
specific  plan.  The  children  did  about  what  they 
wanted  to  without  any  efficient  direction  from  Jeff. 
He  was  always  busy  doing  other  things.  He  was 
away  from  the  home  most  of  the  time  and  so  gave 
very  little  attention  to  his  children.  His  wife  was 
at  her  wits'  end  trying  to  discipline  them,  and 
there  was  constant  quarreling  among  them. 

One  of  the  characteristics  of  human  beings  is 
that  they  live  in  groups.  Relatively  few  people 
prefer  to  spend  most  of  their  time  by  themselves. 


(For  teachers  of  Course  4,  lesson  of  February  25,  "Being  a  Good 
Family  Member";  for  Course  20,  lesson  of  January  14,  "Live  Together 
in  Love";  for  Course  24,  lesson  of  December  10,  "The  Family  Time 
Schedule";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  January  7,  "Parenthood  within 
the  Gospel  Plan";  and  for  home  use.) 
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The  vast  majority  of  mankind  interacts  with  others 
in  many  different  kinds  of  group  situations.  A 
group  can  either  contribute  to  the  fullest  develop- 
ment of  man  or  hinder  and  frustrate  that  develop- 
ment. It  depends  upon  how  the  group  operates. 
The  family  is  one  of  the  most  significant  groups 
with  which  an  individual  comes  in  contact.  During 
the  early  years  of  his  life,  a  child  imitates  a  great 
deal  of  the  behavior  of  his  parents  and  brothers 
and  sisters  if  the  latter  are  present  in  the  home. 
His  philosophy  of  life,  some  of  his  basic  personality 
patterns,  and  his  ability  to  speak  are  all  primarily 
influenced  by  his  family  experience.  The  decisions 
parents  make  and  the  way  in  which  they  make 
them,  therefore,  become  of  profound  significance 
in  what  happens  to  their  children. 

The  following  are  a  few  positive  factors  that 
a  parent  might  remember  in  helping  him  achieve 
the  development  of  his  children  that  is  foreseen  for 
them  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1.  All  children  who  come  into  the  home  have 
not  only  earthly  parents,  but  a  Heavenly  Father 
as  well.  Parents  should  attempt  as  far  as  possible 
to  treat  their  children  the  way  they  think  their 
Heavenly  Father  would  treat  them  were  He  present 
in  the  home.  This  will  cause  them  to  learn  of  the 
teachings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  and  to  try  to 
exemplify  those  teachings  in  their  own  lives.  Chil- 
dren probably  learn  more  by  the  behavior  and 
feelings  of  their  parents  than  they  do  from  their 
oral  instructions. 

2.  The  parent  might  have  the  following  objec- 
tive in  mind  with  regard  to  his  children:  to  do 
everything  he  possibly  can  to  contribute  to  the 
kind  of  development  in  his  child  that  will  permit 
that  child  to  experience  eternal  joy. 

3.  In  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  father  holds  the  priesthood,  and  the 
mother  shares  in  the  blessing  of  the  priesthood 
through  him.  If  he  uses  this  priesthood  in  his  home 
as  it  was  intended,  he  will  do  the  following  things : 

a.  He  performs  the  presiding  function.  Every 
group  needs  a  presider  because  this  permits  things 
to  be  conducted  in  an  orderly  and  efficient  way. 

b.  He  instructs  his  children  in  the  basic  teach- 
ings of  the  Gospel.  This  he  does  in  a  systematic 
and  regular  way. 

c.  He  uses  his  priesthood  to  bless  his  children 
at  appropriate  times. 

d.  He  invites  his  wife  and  children  to  become 
involved  in  the  decision-making  process.  Certainly, 
he  should  discuss  all  family  affairs  with  his  wife, 
inviting  her  to  bring  to  any  decision  the  benefit 
of  her  own  wisdom,  knowledge,  and  experience. 

e.  Since  he  wants  to  contribute  to  the  develop- 
ment of  his  children,  he  permits  them  to  make 
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dscisions.  Many  times  their  decisions  will  be  in- 
efficient; but  by  giving  them  the  opportunity,  he 
contributes  to  their  growth  because  they  must  think 
and  gain  knowledge  in  order  to  make  decisions. 
When  they  make  poor  ones,  it  is  his  responsibility 
to  point  out  to  them  in  a  kind,  friendly  way  how  the 
decision  could  be  made  better;  and  as  they  grow 
older,  their  ability  to  make  good  ones  will  increase 
if  this  policy  is  followed. 

f.  In  all  his  relations  with  other  members  of  his 
family,  he  remembers  the  passage  in  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants: 

No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be  main- 
tained by  virtue  of  the  priesthood,  only  by  per- 
suasion, by  long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and  meek- 
ness, and  by  love  unfeigned;  By  kindness,  and  pure 
knowledge,  tvhich  shall  greatly  enlarge  the  soul 
without  hypocrisy,  and  ivithout  guile — Reproving 
betimes  with  sharpness,  when  moved  upon  by  the 
Holy  Ghost;  and  then  showing  forth  afterivards 
an,  increase  of  love  toward  him  whom  thou  hast 
reproved,  lest  he  esteem  thee  to  be  his  enemy; 
That  he  ynay  know  that  thy  faithfulness  is  stronger 
than  the  cords  of  death.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
121:41-44.) 

g.  In  making  family  decisions,  the  father  will 
find  it  useful  on  many  occasions  to  hold  a  family 
council  in  which  problems  are  outlined  and  ana- 
lyzed; and,  where  proper  and  appropriate,  those 
family  members  who  are  old  enough  can  contribute 
to  the  decision. 

4.  The  mother  in  the  home  might  obtain  addi- 
tional joy  from  her  role  as  mother  by  thinking  of 
herself  as  a  "homemaker"  instead  of  a  "housekeep- 
er." The  term  "homemaker"  implies  that  she  is  a 
copartner  with  her  husband.  She  will  have  a  pro- 
found influence  on  what  her  children  become 
depending  upon  whether  she  takes  care  of  their 
needs  and  takes  advantage  of  "the  teaching  mo- 
ments" to  help  them  understand  the  basic  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  well  as 
many  other  principles  that  will  help  them  to  make 
an  adequate  adjustment  in  life  and  attain  a  full 
measure  of  lasting  joy.  She  will  contribute  greatly 
to  the  success  of  her  husband  by  the  kind  of  home 
they  have.  If  it  is  a  place  to  which  he  wants  to 
return  because  many  of  his  own  needs  are  satisfied 
there,  he  will  be  most  likely  to  have  the  proper 
attitudes  and  relaxation  for  performing  his  roles 
outside  the  home. 

5.  Children  might  try  to  remember  that  be- 
cause their  parents  are  older,  have  greater  knowl- 
edge, and  love  them,  their  parents  will  be  able  to 
help  them,  as  children,  to  grow.  Sometimes  a  child 
cannot  understand  why  his  parents  require  certain 
things  of  him  because  he  is  younger  and  has  not 
had  the  experience  necessary  to  give  him  the  proper 
understanding  of  a  given  situation.    Mark  Twain 


is  quoted  as  having  said  that  when  he  was  15,  he 
was  surprised  at  how  little  his  father  knew,  but 
when  Mark  Twain  got  to  be  20,  he  was  equally 
surprised  at  how  much  his  father  had  learned  in 
five  years'  time.  Anyone  who  gains  additional /ex- 
perience, knowledge  and  wisdom  is  bound  to  see 
things  from  a  different  point  of  view. 

If  one  will  follow  the  principles  mentioned 
above  in  making  decisions  in  the  home,  he  will  find 
that  here  is  the  place  where  he  will  spend  some 
of  his  most  enjoyable  moments;  and  he  will  be 
deeply  appreciative  of  the  fact  that  the  family,  in 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  an  eternal  organiza- 
tion. Family  members,  who  have  grown  together 
throughout  their  earthly  experience,  will  thank 
their  Heavenly  Father  that  there  is  an  opportunity 
for  all  of  them  to  one  day  live  in  a  kingdom  where 
they  might  associate  together  eternally  and  con- 
tinue to  contribute  to  each  other's  development. 


SUGGESTED 

AGENDA  FOR 

HOME 

EVENING 


Prayer. 

Hymn:  "God  of  Our  Fathers,  Whose  Almighty  Hand," 
Hytnns  —  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  No  54. — Family. 

Discussion :  What  each  family  member  learned  in  his 
last  Sunday  School  class  and  how  he  will  apply  it 
in  his  life. 

Musical  Number. 

Lesson:    "Reaching  Family  Decisions." 

1.  Think  of  the  groups  to  which  each  member  of 
the  family  belongs.  List  the  ways  in  which  each 
group  has  (a)  contributed  to  his  development, 
and  (b)  hindered  it. 

2.  Before  going  through  the  lesson,  analyze  the 
family.  List  the  things  that  have  given  real  joy. 
List  the  problems  that  each  has  had. 

3.  Now  go  through  the  lesson.  There  are  a  number 
of  important  points  in  it.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
well  to  spend  three  or  four  Sundays  on  each  of 
the  major  points  developed  here.  If  this  pro- 
cedure is  followed,  one  might  keep  a  little  note- 
book and  record  in  it  how  well  he  has  been  able 
to  follow  each  one  of  the  major  principles  dis- 
cussed. It  sometimes  takes  a  long  time  to  change 
a  habit  or  pattern  of  behavior.  Unless  one  keeps 
a  close  check  on  himself  over  a  long  period  of 
time,   he  may  find   it   quite  difficult  to   change. 

Hymn:  "Jesus  is  Our  Loving  Friend,"  The  Children 
Sing,  No.  21. — Children. 

Scripture  Memorization:  Family  will  memorize  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  121:41-44. 

Activity:  Chalkboard  story,  "Adam  and  Eve  Made 
Choices,"  page  415.  An  adult  member  of  the  family 
tells  the  story,  pointing  out  that  each  becomes  re- 
sponsible for  the  decisions  he  makes. 

Hymn:    "Choose  the  Right,"  Hymns,  No.  110. 

Prayer. 


DECEMBER     1  961 


413 


SUPERINTENDENT    HILL 


Every  Meraber 
a  Missionary 

by  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


AS  I  write  this  editorial,  I  have  before  me  an 
.  announcement  from  Canoga  Park,  California, 
dated  October  8,  that  "the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  Sunday  divided  a  large  San 
Fernando  Valley  Stake  into  two  separate  stakes — 
Reseda  and  Canoga  Park.  This  makes  337  stakes 
in  the  Church." 

Zion  is  growing.  There  have  been  many  more 
converts  to  the  Church  in  1961  than  in  any  year 
since  the  Church  was  organized.  Moreover,  our 
beloved  prophet,  President  David  0.  McKay  has 
asked  that  every  member  be  a  missionary. 

The  enlistment  program  of  the  Sunday  School 
asks  each  person  who  attends  Sunday  School  to 
persuade  at  least  one  potential  member  to  come  to 
Sunday  School. 

If  each  of  us  takes  seriously  our  prophet's  re- 
quest, we  shall  have  no  need  to  worry  over  the 
possibility  of  war  or  of  "fallout."  We  have  this 
glorious  promise  made  to  the  Brother  of  Jared 
about  4,300  years  ago  and  which  has  been  repeated 
to  the  Book  of  Mormon  prophets  many  times  since, 
and  which  was  repeated  by  Moroni  to  us  in  our  day. 
It  is  that  promise  which  relieves  me  of  worry  over 
the  possibilities  of  war,  or  "fallout,"  and  of  the 

(For  Course  11,  lesson  of  December  10,  "Expansion  of  Mormon- 
ism";  for  Course  29,  lesson  of  December  17,  "A  World  Religion";  and 
of  general  interest.) 


likelihood  of  having  to  resort  to  "fallout  shelters" 
in  order  to  survive.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  the 
"gentiles"  are  striving  to  serve  God  better  each 
generation.   This  is  that  promise : 

And  this  cometh  unto  you,  O  ye  Gentiles,  that 
ye  may  know  the  decrees  of  God — that  ye  may  re- 
pent, and  not  continue  in  your  iniquities  until  the 
fulness  come,  that  ye  may  not  bring  down  the  ful- 
ness of  the  wrath  of  God  upon  you  as  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  land  have  hitherto  done. 

Behold,  this  is  a  choice  land,  and  whatsoever 
nation  shall  possess  it  shall  be  FREE  FROM  bondage, 
and  from  captivity,  and  from  ALL  other  nations 

UNDER  HEAVEN,   IF  THEY  WILL  BUT  SERVE  THE   GOD 

OF  THE  LAND,  WHO  IS  JESUS  CHRIST,  who  hath  been 
manifested  by  the  things  which  we  have  written. 
(Ether  2:11,  12.) 

Stakes  are  becoming  widely  distributed 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  There 
is  one  stake  each  in  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, New  Jersey,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Nebraska, 
Minnesota,  and  Alaska ;  two  each  in  Hawaii,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  Oklahoma  and 
New  Mexico;  three  in  Montana;  four  in  Florida; 
five  each  in  Wyoming  and  Texas ;  six  each  in  Ore- 
gon and  Colorado ;  eight  each  in  Nevada,  Washing- 
ton, and  Canada ;  fourteen  in  Arizona ;  36  in  Idaho ; 
49  in  Cahf ornia ;  and  137  in  Utah. 

It  will  not  be  long  before  there  will  be  at  least 
one  stake  in  every  state  in  the  United  States,  each 
working  under  local  leadership  to  bring  to  pass 
the  commandment  of  the  Lord  to  preach  the  Gospel 
to  every  person  on  earth. 

We  are  finding  with  our  new  missionary  ap- 
proach that  a  great  many  people  "would  like  to 
know  more  about  Mormonism."  This  approach  is 
followed  by  a  large  percentage  of  baptisms,  which 
shows  that  a  larger  percentage  of  the  people  desire 
"to  serve  the  God  of  this  land  who  is  Jesus  Christ." 

At  the  present  rate  of  growth,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  Church  will  have  more  than  five  hundred 
stakes  by  1970,  and  more  than  one  thousand  by 
1980. 

Spirituality  is  increasing.  More  people  are 
praying  and  receiving  wonderful  answers  to  their 
prayers. 

As  the  Christmas  season  approaches,  let  us  see 
how  much  of  the  real  Christmas  spirit  we  can 
develop  in  our  homes.  Jesus  Christ  loves  us.  He 
gave  His  life  for  us.  He  has  a  plan  for  all  those 
who  abide  by  His  commandments  of  being  exalted 
and  living  with  Him  eternally. 

For  behold,  this  is  my  work  and  my  glory — to 
bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of 
m.an.  (Moses  1:39.) 
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*'.  .  .  God  created  Tnan  in  his  own  image,  in 
the  image  of  God  created  he  him;  male  and 
female  created  he  them.  And  God  blessed 
themy  and  God  said  unto  them,  Be  fruit- 
ful, and.  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth,  .  .  ." 
This  commandment  applies  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  today  as  it  did  then. 


Adam  and  Eve  Made  Clioices 


Isn't  this  a  beautiful  world  in  which  we  live? 
H9,ve  you  often  wondered  who  made  this  world 
and  how  it  was  done?  In  this  book  [show  either 
the  Bible  or  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price]  it  tells  of  how 
God  came  to  make  this  beautiful  world.  It  tells, 
too,  who  the  very  first  people  were  who  lived  here. 

Long  before  the  world  was  made,  we  all  lived 
in  heaven  with  God  our  Father  and  our  elder  broth- 
er, Jesus  Christ.  We  loved  them  and  were  very 
happy  there.  We  were  also  very  busy.  There  was 
some  work,  however,  that  we  could  not  do.  The 
reason  for  this  was  that  we  did  not  have  mortal 
bodies  as  we  do  now,  and  we  needed  them  before  we 
could  do  this  work.  In  order  that  we  each  might 
have  a  mortal  body,  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  come 
to  earth.  God  then  made  this  beautiful,  wonderful 
world  for  us.  We  were  so  happy  when  He  did  this 
that  we  shouted  for  joy. 

When  God  began  to  make  this  earth,  He  first 
divided  the  darkness  from  the  light.  Later,  He 
separated  the  water  from  the  land  and  named  them. 
He  also  made  grass,  trees,  and  plants  of  all  kinds 
grow  upon  the  earth.  This  was  so  that  there 
would  be  food  for  us  when  we  came  here. 

God  also  made  something  that  we  all  dearly 
love.  It  was  the  big,  warm  sun.  This  was  to  shine 
during  our  day.  He  said.  Our  kind  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther made  a  moon  for  us,  too.  This  prevents  our 
night  from  being  too  dark.  Watch  it  at  night  and 
see  how  it  grows  larger,  then  smaller,  as  the  nights 
pass.  Sometimes  it  looks  like  a  big  silver  coin  and 
at  other  times  it  reminds  us  of  a  little  sailing  boat. 

In  the  seas,  God  put  great  fish,  little  fish,  great 
whales  and  many  other  things  that  like  to  make 
their  homes  there.  He  also  made  birds  of  all  kinds, 
and  "fowl,  that  they  may  fly  above  the  earth." 


(For  Course  2,  lesson  of  January  14,  "The  Lord  Created  Our 
Earth,"  and  lesson  of  January  21.  "Adam  Named  the  Animals";  for 
Course  8,  lesson  of  January  14,  "The  First  Earth  Home,"  and  lesson 
of  January  21,  "The  First  Family";  and  for  home  use.) 


Can  you  guess  what  else  God  wanted  on  this 
earth  before  people  should  come?  Yes,  there  ap- 
peared cattle,  and  all  kinds  of  animals.  Creeping 
things  such  as  insects,  worms,  and  caterpillars 
came,  too.  God  had  made  all  these  things  for  the 
benefit  of  man.    [End  of  Scene  I.] 

Then  God  said,  "Let  us  make  man  in  our  image, 
after  our  likeness*';  and  it  was  so.  This  means 
that  God  made  for  Adam,  who  was  the  first  man 
to  come  to  this  earth,  a  body  just  like  His  own. 
We  have  bodies  like  that,  too.  When  we  look  at 
men,  we  know  how  God  and  Jesus  Christ  will  look 
when  we  see  them. 

God  saw  that  Adam  needed  someone  to  live  with, 
someone  to  help  him  and  be  a  companion  to  him. 
He  made  for  him  a  woman  who  was  to  be  his  wife. 
These  two  became  the  first  father  and  mother  on 
this  earth.  They  were  among  the  noblest  and  best 
of  God's  children ;  and,  for  this  reason,  He  sent 
them  here  from  heaven.  The  name  of  the  man  was 
Adam,  and  the  woman  was  Eve.    [End  of  Scene  II.] 

God  loved  Adam  and  Eve  and  made  for  them 
a  beautiful  garden.  He  commanded  the  birds,  ani- 
mals, and  creeping  things  that  were  upon  the  earth 
to  come  to  Adam ;  and  He  told  Adam  to  name  them. 
This  Adam  did. 

In  the  garden  was  everything  that  Adam  and 
Eve  needed  to  be  happy.  When  He  placed  them 
there,  God  told  them  that  they  might  eat  of  every 
tree  except  one.  This  tree  was  named  "the  tree  of 
the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil."  One  day,  however. 
Eve  was  tempted  by  Satan  and  ate  some  of  the 
fruit  from  the  tree  which  God  had  told  them  not 
to  eat.  She  even  persuaded  Adam  to  eat  the  fruit 
of  that  tree. 

Because  of  this  act  God  could  not  allow  them 
to  stay  any  longer  in  their  beautiful  garden.  Later, 
in  the  cool  of  the  day.  He  came  to  Adam  and  Eve 
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and  told  them  that  they  must  leave  the  garden. 
They  must  go  outside  of  it  where  things  were  not 
so  beautiful;  where  weeds  and  thistles  grew. 
They  were  to  work  hard  to  get  rid  of  these  things 
and  make  good  things  grow  which  they  might  eat. 
[End  of  Scene  III.] 

On  the  outside  of  God's  wonderful  garden,  Adam 
and  Eve  found  no  nice  houses  to  live  in  such  as 
we  have  here.  There  was  just  land,  rocks,  trees, 
and  other  things  that  one  might  use  to  build  a 
home.  They  had  to  plant  seeds  so  that  they  would 
have  food  to  eat.  They  had  to  work  hard  to  make 
the  land  around  them  beautiful. 

Now,  you  may  think  that  this  was  very  hard 
on  Adam  and  Eve,  but  it  was  not  so.  They  had 
really  made  the  wise  choice.  Work  is  a  great  bless- 
ing, and  when  our  Father  turned  Adam  and  Eve 
out  of  the  garden,  He  was  making  it  possible  for 
them  to  learn  the  value  of  work. 

When  God  saw  how  hard  and  how  well  Adam 


and  Eve  were  working,  He  was  pleased  with  them. 
Especially  was  He  glad  that  they  remembered  to 
pray  to  Him  each  day  and  thank  Him  for  His 
blessings  to  them.  And  Adam  and  Eve  rejoiced 
as  they  came  to  understand  more  about  God's  plan 
for  them. 

Their  partaking  of  the  fruit  made  possible,  too, 
the  great  blessing  of  children,  which  they  could 
not  otherwise  have  had.  One  day,  after  they  had 
left  the  garden,  our  Heavenly  Father  gave  to  Adam 
and  Eve  something  very  precious — a  darling  baby. 
This  was  the  first  baby  born  on  this  great  earth, 
the  first  little  spirit  to  leave  our  Father  in  heaven 
after  Adam  and  Eve.  After  this  spirit  came  others, 
until  now  there  are  many  little  babies  sent  to  people 
here  on  this  earth.  Aren't  we  glad  that  Heavenly 
Father  is  kind  enough  to  send  them  to  us?  And 
aren't  we  glad  that  our  first  parents  were  wise 
and  good  enough  to  make  this  happiness  possible? 
[End  of  Scene  IV.] 


How  to  Present  the  Chalkboard   Story 


Scene  I: 

Scenery:  The  beautiful  world  created 
by  God. 

Action:  As  the  story  is  told,  draw  a 
sun,  a  moon,  grass,  trees,  plants, 
land,    rivers,    a    great    sea,   fish, 


whales,  birds,  animals,  creeping 
things,  etc. 

Scene  II: 

Scenery:    The  Garden  of  Eden. 
Action:  Place   Adam   in   the   picture. 
He   names   all   the   animals   and 


Scene  I 


bird  creations.  After  this  is  done, 
add  Eve  to  the  picture.  She  is 
to  be  Adam's  companion  and 
helpmate. 

Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  II.  In  a 
prominent  place,  show  the  tree 
of  the  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil. 

Action:  Show  Adam  and  Eve  before 
the  tree.  They  have  been  told 
not  to  eat  the  fruit  of  this  tree 
but  they  have  chosen  to  do  it 
anyway.  As  a  result,  they  are 
sent  out  of  the  beautiful  garden 
to  the  world  outside. 

Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  The  world  outside.  This  is 
where  Adam  and  Eve  will  live 
due  to  their  decision  to  disobey 
one  of  God's  commandments. 

Action:  Adam  and  Eve  are  seen  in 
the  world  outside  where  weeds, 
trees,  etc.,  are  seen  growing. 
Here  they  have  worked  very 
hard,  and  God  is  pleased  with 
them. 


Scene  II 


Scene  III 


Scene  IV 
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JUNIOR   SUNDAY  SCHOOU 


Observance  of 
Special  Days  in 

Sunday  Scliool 


With  the  holiday  season  upon  us,  we  are  again 
being  asked  the  question :  Why  is  it  that  the  Gen- 
eral Board  does  not  recommend  special  programs 
for  these  days  that  take  up  the  whole  Sunday 
Sbhool  period? 


There  are  two  answers  to  this  question.  First, 
we  must  consider  the  practical  problem  of  housing. 
Nearly  every  meetinghouse  in  the  Church  is  used 
by  two  or  more  wards.  In  many  instances,  one 
ward  is  holding  the  Sunday  School  worship  service 
in  the  chapel  while  the  other  ward  is  using  the 
classrooms.  This  makes  prolonged  use  of  the  chapel 
by  one  ward  physically  impossible.  The  same 
problem  exists  in  wards  that  are  giving  the  enlist- 
ment program  serious  emphasis.  In  order  to  make 
the  physical  facilities  of  the  ward  adequate  to  pro- 
vide room  to  teach  the  Gospel  to  every  member, 
they  are  using  "double-session,  double-use"  sched- 
ules. This  means  that  a  single  ward  Sunday  School 
is  divided  into  two  groups,  one  using  the  classrooms 
while  the  other  has  its  worship  service.  Then  the 
order  is  reversed. 

The  second  answer  is  that  the  only  holidays 
given  emphasis  in  the  Sunday  School  are  those  with 
real  spiritual  significance.  Thanksgiving,  Christ- 
mas, Easter  and  Mother's  Day.  The  responsibility 
of  the  Sunday  School  is  to  teach  the  Gospel.  On 
these  special  days,  a  well-planned  and  spiritually 
beautiful  worship  service  sets  the  spiritual  tone 
for  an  inspiring  classroom  experience.  This  wor- 
ship service  should  include  special  songs  and  special 
inspirational  presentations  that  are  an  outgrowth 
of  classroom  learnings.  The  manuals  are  written 
to  give  the  children  experiences  that  can  give 
meaning  and  spirituality  to  these  special  days. 

In  any  case,  small  intimate  groups,  where  a 
loving  and  loved  teacher  can  touch  the  heart  of 
each  child,  present  the  best  way  of  teaching  the 
children  to  be  appreciative. 

— Claribel  W.  Aldous. 


'A  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE,"  THE  NEW  COURSE  NO.  1  MANUAL 


The  study  of  child  development  and  the 
findings  of  all  who  have  observed  children 
point  out  the  importance  of  the  early  years  in 
determining  the  behavior  and  feeling  patterns 
of  individuals.  The  Sunday  School  nursery  is 
the  first  group  experience  most  three-year-old 
children  have.  Their  social  experiences  have 
thus  far  been  limited  to  members  of  their 
families.  We  want  their  first  spiritual  experi- 
ence at  Church  to  be  one  that  will  make  the 
Sunday  School  nursery  class  (Course  1)  a 
place  where  they  will  like  to  be. 

To  explain  the  need  for  the  close  coopera- 
tion of  this  Sunday  School  class  and  the  home, 
a  folder  entitled  "A  Message  to  Parents" 
should  be  made  available  to  parents  before  the 
child  is  enrolled  in  the  nursery  class.  Twenty- 
five  of  these  folders  are  included  in  the  new 
Course  1  picture  packet. 


Included  in  Part  1  of  the  manual  is  help  in 
(a)  guidance  principles,  (b)  arrangement  of 
an  environment  for  learning^  and  (c)  the  or- 
ganization of  the  class  period.  The  manual 
aids  the  teacher  in  seeing  that  each  child  be- 
comes aware  of  the  Gospel  of  Love  in  a  con- 
versation period),  experiences  a  Gospel  of 
Love  (in  a  play  period),  and  remembers  the 
things  he  has  been  taught  through  a  group 
recall  period. 

The  new  picture  packet  for  this  course  con- 
tains 45  new  pictures  which  may  be  mounted 
on  22''  X  14"  cardboard.  The  manual  ($2)  and 
packet  ($4)  are  available  at  the  Deseret  Book 
Company,  44  East  South  Temple,  Salt  Lake 
City  11,  Utah.  Twenty-five  additional  folders 
to  parents  may  be  purchased  for  50  cents. 

— Addie  L.  Swapp. 
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Superintendents 


When  the  Words 
Are  "Borrowed" 


Good  21/2-niinute  talks  are  enjoyed  in  London, 
England,  as  much  as  they  are  in  Salt  Lake  City 
or  Chicago  or  Honolulu.  President  A.  Hamer 
Reiser  writing  from  London  to  our  General  Super- 
intendent said : 

Again  yesterday  the  2^>-minute  talks  in  the 
South  London  Ward  were  charming.  The  young 
people — a  15 -year -old  boy  and  a  16 -year-old  girl — 
spoke  beautifully,  mainly  extemporaneously.  When 
they  did  look  at  their  notes — the  girl  particularly 
read  tvith  most  beguiling  charm:  sentences  beau- 
tifully and  artfully  formed,  spoken  with  the  tones 
and  inflections  of  precise  English  which  the  schools 
here  develop  in  these  children.  But  the  ideas  were 
adult,  the  organization  professional. 

So  often  the  beautiful  sentences  and  forms  of 
speech  chosen  are  borrowed  from  others.  When 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  material  bor- 
rowed is  from  another  author,  credit  should  be 
given  to  the  source.  When  permission  is  given,  as 
it  is  in  most  cases,  there  is  no  prohibition  in  the 
use  of  other's  ideas  and  sentences  so  long  as  the 
material  is  acknowledged  as  belonging  to  another. 

There  is  a  great  temptation  to  "borrow"  an 
apt  expression  or  paragraph  describing  beautifully 
the  thought  wished  to  be  conveyed.  The  speaker 
may  think  to  justify  himself  for  reasons  of  ex- 
pediency more  than  for  his  public  acceptance  and 
personal  acclaim.  It  is  sometimes  an  easy  way  out 


of  a  dilemma.  Such  a  practice,  however,  will  avoid 
the  use  of  creative  thinking. 

A  great  challenge  to  a  speaker  is  to  present  an 
idea  in  an  interesting  manner.  Wendell  J.  Ashton, 
in  his  back  cover  story  on  the  July,  1961,  Instructor, 
holds  your  interest  high  with  such  a  phrase  as: 
"dark,  diseased-ridden  heart  of  primitive  Africa." 
He  characterized  the  country  as  "the  cruel  desert" 
and  the  lake  as  a  "salty  inland  sea."  When  the 
inventor  discovers  a  patentable  idea  different  from 
that  of  anyone  else,  he  makes  a  contribution  to 
society.    It  must  be  original. 

You  have  heard  the  phrase,  "They  worship  at 
the  shrine  of  His  attributes  but  deny  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  King."  This  was  President  Stephen  L 
Richards'  way  of  saying  that  they  call  themselves 
Christians  but  deny  the  Christ.^ 

If  someone  can  express  a  thought  the  best,  to 
him  we  must  give  the  credit.  When  you  have 
created  an  expression  that  is  the  most  unique  and 
expressive,  you  are  entitled  to  be  recognized  as 
the  author. 

It  was  a  poet  who  said: 

Though  old  the  thought  and  oft  exprest, 
*Tis  his  at  last  who  says  it  best. 

— Lowell. 

President  Reiser,  in  conclusion,  observed: 

Perhaps  instructions  on  2V2-minute  talks  should 
include  the  advice  that  when  the  words  or  any  sub- 
stantial part  of  the  text  be  borrowed,  honesty  re- 
quires that  the  borrowing  be  acknowledged  and  the 
source  be  credited.  Otherwise,  2V2-minute  speak- 
ers, as  one  of  the  "concomitant  learnings,"  may  be 
learning  to  steal;  the  literary  offense  is  "plagiaf- 
ism." 

This  would  seem  to  be  good  advice  for  our 
teachers  to  give  to  students  who  are  asked  to  pre- 
sent 2  Va -minute  talks  in  our  worship  service, 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


^Stephen  L  Richards,  Where  Is  Wisdom?  1955;  Deseret  Book  Com- 
pany, Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  28. 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


What  Audio-visual  Equipment  Is  Suggested? 

Q.    What  suggestions  have  been  made  for  com- 
bined audio-visual  equipment  in  ward  libraries? 

A.    The    Sacramento    Area  Teacher    Institute, 

where  large  wards  predominate,  recommended  the 

following : 

One  16  mm  sound  motion  picture  projector — 

$450 

Four  35  mm  strip  film  projectors,  150  watt — 

$150 

One  35  mm  slide  projector,  500  watt — $100 
Two  small  classroom  record  players — $100 
One  70  x  70  portable  projection  screen — $40 
One  50  x  50  portable  projection  screen — $25 


Four  40  X  40  portable  projection  screens — $50 
35  mm  film  strips,  various  subjects — $100 

Who  Supervises  Enlistment? 

Q.  What  officer  of  the  Sunday  School  has  the 
over-all  supervision  of  the  ward  enlistment  pro- 
gram ? 

— Regional  Conference. 

A.  A  member  of  the  ward  Sunday  School  super- 
intendency  is  selected  as  ward  enlistment  director. 
He  will  have  the  over-all  supervision  of  the  ward 
enlistment  program.  The  ward  Sunday  School  sec- 
retary is  the  assistant  enlistment  director.  (See 
The  1961  Sunday  School  Handbook,  page  67.) 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Released  >vith  Appreciation 


George 
H.   Fudge 

On  Sept.  12, 
1961,  Brother 
George  H  . 
Fudge  was 
released  as  a 
member  of 
the  Sunday 
Brother  Fudge  School  Gener- 
al Board,  because  of  his  appoint- 
ment on  July  6  as  second  coun- 
selor in  the  presidency  of  the 
Genealogical  Society.  From  the 
time  of  his  appointment  to  the 
board,  Jan.  8,  1957,  he  had  served 
on  the  Genealogical  Training 
Class  Committee.  He  served  on 
the  Instructor  and  the  Enlistment 
and  Involvement  Committees. 

He  was  born  in  England  of 
parents  who  were  converts  to  the 
Church.    From  September,  1939, 


to  June,  1946,  he  was  in  active 
service  in  the  British  Army;  in 
France  till  they  were  evacuated 
at  Dunkirk;  with  the  Eighth  Ar- 
my in  the  Middle  East  in  Egypt, 
Cypress,  Palestine  and  Iraq;  in 
northern  Africa  in  campaigns  in 
Lybia,  Tripolitania,  etc.;  in  the 
invasion  of  Sicily  in  1943 ;  with 
the  British  Second  Army  in  the 
Normandy  invasion,  and  in  the 
fighting  in  Belgium,  Holland  and 
Germany  to  the  end  of  the  War. 
In  1943  he  was  wounded  in  the 
arm  and  shoulder  from  a  land 
mine  explosion. 

He  served  as  President  of  the 
Gateshead  Branch  and  in  the 
Presidency  of  the  Dewsbury 
Branch  in  the  British  Mission ;  on 
the  Stake  Genealogical  Committee 
of  Liberty  and  Wilford  Stakes,  on 
the  Wilford  Stake  Sunday  School 


Board;  and  for  years  he  traveled 
widely  as  a  member  of  the  con- 
vention staff  of  the  Genealogical 
Society.  At  that  Society  he  super- 
vised the  Typing,  Proofreading 
and  Stenographic  Departments, 
and  for  four  years  was  Coordina- 
tor of  the  Records  Division.  He 
is  now  General  Manager  and  sec- 
ond counselor  in  the  Presidency 
of  the  Society. 

He  married  Elsie  May  Derby- 
shire in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three 
daughters,  Diane,  Susan,  and 
Linda. 

His  many  services  to  his  coun- 
try and  to  his  Church  have  been 
characterized  by  a  fervent  testi- 
mony, and  by  willingness,  devo- 
tion and  efficiency. 

— Archibald  F.  Bennett. 


Memorized   Recitations 


for  Feb.  4,  1962 

To'  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  8  and  14  during  January 
and  recited  in  the  worship  service 
February  4  (taken  from  Course  8, 
Old  Testament  Stories,  and 
Course  14,  The  Message  of  the 
Master) . 

Course  8 : 

"The  wicked  flee  when  no  man 


pursueth:    but  the  righteous  are 
bold  as  a  lion." 

— Proverbs  28:1. 

Course  14: 

"And  when  it  was  day,  he 
called  unto  him  his  disciples :  and 
of  them  he  chose  twelve,  whom 
also  he  named  apostles." 

— Luke  6:13. 


Coming   Events 

Dec.  2Jf,  1961 
Sunday  School 

Christmas  Worship  Service 

•  •     • 

Jan.  7,  1962 
Pupil  Advancement; 

New  Courses  Begin 

•  •     • 

Jan.  IJf,  1962 
"100-per-cent"  Sunday 
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ISTENING 
ability  is 
rapidly  becoming 
recognized  as  a  need 
in  modern  industry. 
Schools  across  the 
nation  are  begin- 
ning to  develop  this 
capability  in  special 
courses  in  college.  Gov- 
ernment  installations 
are  feeling  the  need  for 
such  training  and  are 
instituting  special  classes 
to  train  their  personnel. 

*'If  only  they  would  listen !"  How^  often  I  have 
heard  these  words  from  despairing  teachers  in  our 
Sunday  Schools.  These  teachers  are  aware  that 
oral  communication  is  a  two-way  street  —  that 
with  people  who  have  not  cultivated  the  ability  to 
listen,  it  is  impossible  to  communicate. 

Listening  is  a  skill.  Our  ability  to  listen  can 
be  enormously  increased  if  we  learn  the  techniques 
involved  in  effective  listening  and  if  we  learn  about 
the  pitfalls  along  the  way.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
this  article  to  consider  the  bad  habits  which  must 
be  overcome  and  the  skills  which  should  be  culti- 
vated. 

Listening  Habits  to  Avoid 

The  first  bad  habit  is  to  feign  attention  —  to 
look  at  the  teacher  but  to  be  thinking  about  a  date 
we  have  for  this  evening,  a  business  transaction 
that  needs  attention,  or  the  roast  we  left  in  the 
oven.  By  feigning  attention,  we,  of  course,  deceive 
only  ourselves;  we  cheat  ourselves  out  of  an  op- 
portunity for  growth  and  development. 

Allowing  external  situations  to  lead  our  minds 
away  from  the  matter  under  discussion  shows  lack 
of  self-discipline.  A  car  passing  in  the  street,  a 
pretty  girl  walking  along  the  sidewalk,  the  noise 
from  a  trip-hammer,  the  whisper  of  a  student,  the 
clothing  of  the  teacher,  the  clouds  scattering  and 
amassing  in  the  sky,  and  a  host  of  other  situations 
can  carry  our  minds  miles  away  from  a  lesson. 
Again,  this  lack  of  self-discipline  deprives  us  of 
profiting  from  a  real  learning  situation. 

Avoiding  difficult  listening  is  another  bad  habit 
we  need  to  curb.    Many  a  young  man  has  missed 


(For  all  Gospel  teachers  and  of  general  interest.) 


The  Listener 


by  Leland  H.  Monson 

having  his  circle  of  reflection  enlarged  because  he 
has  turned  his  mind  off  when  he  realized  he  would 
have  to  spend  some  real  energy  to  profit  from  a 
listening  situation.  Obviously,  such  a  practice  is 
shirking  of  responsibility. 

Feigning  attention,  allowing  external  situations 
to  distract  our  attention,  and  avoiding  difficult 
listening  are  not  the  only  bad  habits  we  need  to 
correct.  Premature  dismissal  of  a  subject  as  un- 
interesting is  one  of  the  worst  of  our  bad  habits. 
We  frequently  close  our  minds  to  vast  areas  of 
human  knowledge,  which  we  dismiss  as  not  valu- 
able or  not  interesting.  The  mind,  we  have  been 
told,  is  hke  a  parachute;  it  is  of  no  value  unless 
it  is  open.  We  ought  to  be  willing  to  listen  atten- 
tively to  anyone  who  has  been  called  to  teach. 
Surely,  we  can  glean  something  from  every  man, 
for  every  man  is  our  superior  in  some  respect. 

Criticizing  the  delivery  and  the  physical  appear- 
ance of  a  teacher  also  directs  the  attention  away 
from  a  lesson.  It  takes  a  good  deal  of  self -discipline 
to  learn  to  ignore  mistakes  in  pronunciation,  bad 
grammar,  weak  sentence  structure,  and  badly 
groomed  and  carelessly  dressed  people.  But,  we 
must  remember  what  Percy  Shelley  wrote  in  his 
"Sonnet :  Political  Greatness" : 

".  .  .  Man,  who  man  would  be,  must  rule  the 
empire  of  himself,  in  it  must  be  supreme.  .  ." 

Conquering  these  five  bad  habits  will  put  us 
well  on  the  way  to  developing  ability  to  become 
good  listeners.  We  must  become  aware,  however, 
that  many  positive  skills  can  be  developed  which 
will  make  learning  situations  more  than  time  spent 
that  is  snail-slow  in  profit. 

First  Step:    See  Over-all  Structure 

Seeing  the  over-all  structure  of  a  narrative  or 
expository  communication  is  the  first  step  in  effec- 
tive listening.  A  narrative  is  a  form  of  discourse 
in  which  the  writer  or  speaker  relates  a  series  of 
events.  As  soon  as  we  determine  that  a  speaker 
is  giving  a  narrative  talk,  we  should  begin  watch- 
ing for  the  series  of  events  and  should  list  them 
in  their  order.  In  the  story  of  Ruth  in  the  Bible, 
the  situations  are  as  follows: 

1.  Naomi,  Elimelech,  and  their  family  are  in 
the  land  of  Canaan  where  there  is  a  famine. 

2.  They  journey  to  the  land  of  Moab  where 
there  is  sufficient  rainfall  to  grow  crops  and  pro- 
vide sustenance  for  flocks  and  herds. 


420 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


"Social  Hair 


THE    STORY 

After  the  Saints  came  to  the  Salt  Lake  Valley,  they  immediately 
began  to  clear  sagebrush  from  the  land,  plow  the  ground,  and  plant 
their  crops.  They  also  cut  down  timber  which  they  used  for  cabins, 
and  made  adobe  bricks  for  the  walls  of  the  fort  which  was  used  as 
defense  against  the  Indians.  A  road  was  built  into  the  canyon  to  bring 
down  timber.  Canals  were  built  to  bring  water  to  their  crops,  and  a 
temporary  structure  was  built  for  group  gatherings.  This  type  of 
structure  was  called  a  bowery.  Boweries  were  made  of  poles  which 
were  covered  with  brush,  willows,  and  grass.  In  these  open-air  meet- 
ing places  the  Saints  came  to  hear  sermons  given  by  their  Church 
leaders.  Dances  were  held  in  the  boweries  as  well  as  dramas.  It  was 
in  the  Old  Bowery  on  Temple  Square  that  such  plays  as  "Robert 
Macaire"  and  "The  Triumph  of  Innocence"  were  put  on. 

The  Old  Bowery  had  some  disadvantages  as  a  playhouse  for 
dramatic  performances;  and,  so  it  was  that  in  1852,  five  years  after 
the  Saints  had  arrived  in  the  Valley,  a  building  for  recreation  was 
erected.  It  was  called  the  Social  Hall,  and  it  was  used  as  a  social 
or  recreational  home  for  the  old  and  young  alike. 

The  main  hall  could  seat  300  people;  and,  on  the  stage  in  this 
auditorium,  many  fine  performances  were  given.  In  the  basement 
of  the  Social  Hall,  dances  and  banquets  were  held.  The  excellent 
Social  Hall  orchestra  was  conducted  by  Dominico  Ballo,  who  had  been 
a  student  of  the  Milan  Conservatory  in  Italy.  Professor  Ballo  was 
an  excellent  clarinet  player.  His  services,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
orchestra,  were  voluntary.  He  also  wrote  much  of  the  music  for 
the  orchestra.  An  item  in  the  minutes  of  the  Deseret  Dramatic  As- 
sociation for  1856  records  a  report  made  by  John  N.  Jones  "that 
conductor  Ballo  had  written  much  music  for  the  orchestra  and  was 
at  present  in  dire  need  of  food,  that  $10  would  pay  for  about  eight 
or  ten  of  his  musical  contributions  and  give  him  much  needed  relief. 
The  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  President  Young  who 
came  quickly  to  the  aid  of  the  musician."^ 

The  Social  Hall  was  dedicated  on  Jan.  1,  1853 ;  and  the  Deseret 

{Concluded  on  opposite  hack  of  picture.) 

(For  Course  11,  lesson  of  December  3,  "Social  Program  of  the  Church";  for  Course  29, 
lesson  of  November  26,  "The  Place  of  Music";  and  of  general  interest.) 

^Levi  Edgar  Young,  "On  the  Stage  and  in  the  Pit,"  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune  Home  Magazine, 
July  10,  1960;  page  15. 
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THE  STORY   (Concluded) 

Dramatic  Association  proceeded  to  produce  plays  in  it.  A  farce,  "The 
Irish  Lion,"  appears  to  have  been  the  first  play  produced  in  the  new 
building.  "The  Lady  of  Lyons,"  "She  Stoops  to  Conquer,"  "Richard 
III,"  and  others  followed,  being  given  before  big  audiences. 

For  many  years  the  Social  Hall  was  the  community  center  for 
a  young  and  thriving  city.  It  is  interesting  to  note  also  that  the 
Utah  Territorial  Legislature  assembled  for  several  sessions  within 
its  walls.  Many  prominent  visitors  from  the  East  were  entertained 
there. 

As  the  city  grew  in  population,  the  Social  Hall  as  a  theater  was 
replaced  by  the  Salt  Lake  Theater.  In  the  year  1922,  the  Social  Hall 
was  torn  down,  having  apparently  outlived  its  usefulness.  A  monu- 
ment to  the  Old  Social  Hall  stands  on  an  island  in  Social  Hall  Avenue 
(once  known  as  Motor  Avenue)  on  the  east  side  of  State  Street,  one- 
half  block  south  of  the  Eagle  Gate  corner. 

THE    PICTURE 

To  the  Social  Hall  came  young  and  old  to  enjoy  the  festivities 
of  the  holiday  season.  In  the  picture  the  hall  is  Hghted,  welcoming 
the  Saints  to  a  play,  a  dance,  or  maybe  a  musical  entertainment.  The 
artist,  Cornelius  Salisbury,  gives  us  the  feeling  of  extremely  cold 
weather,  when  Social  Hall  events  offered  the  warmth  of  fun  and 
friendship. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  also  the  common  winter  vehicle,  the 
cutter  or  sleigh  bringing  people  from  long  distances. 

The  Social  Hall  was  a  community  recreational  center  for  many 
years.  The  recreation  conducted  there  brought  to  the  hard-working 
Pioneers  happy  moments  of  relaxation  and  enjoyment. 

— Hazel  W.  Lewis. 

References: 

Milton  R.  Hunter,  Utah,  the  Story  of  Her  People;  Deseret  News  Press,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  1946;  pages  157,  158, 131-133. 

George  D.  Pyper,  The  Romance  of  an  Old  Playhouse;  Deseret  Book  Company, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  1937;  pages  47-62. 


Is  the  Learner 


Teacher  Improvement  Lesson,  Monthly 
Preparation  Meeting,  February,  1962 


3.  After  some  tragic  experiences  in  this  land 
of  Moab,  Naomi  returns  with  Ruth,  her  daughter- 
in-law,  to  the  land  of  Canaan. 

A  recognition  of  these  three  structural  parts 
providing  the  physical  setting  for  the  story  makes 
it  easy  to  remember  the  factual  values  of  the  story. 

An  expository  talk,  one  in  which  a  speaker 
tries  to  explain  something  to  make  it  clear,  has  an 
entirely  different  pattern  of  organization.  Here 
one  looks  for  a  central  theme  and  for  main  points 
which  develop  that  theme.  A  good  talk  on  faith 
might  develop  the  theme:  Faith  is  a  principle  of 
power  and  a  principle  of  action.  This  theme  could 
be  developed  under  two  major  headings:  1.  Faith  is 
a  principle  of  power,  and  2.  faith  is  a  principle  of 
action.  Listening  for  the  theme  and  for  these  two 
main  points  makes  listening  profitable,  for  we 
know  the  journey  on  which  the  teacher  is  taking  us. 

Without  listening  for  the  structure  of  a  talk, 
much  of  our  listening  becomes  ineffective.  Listen- 
ing for  structure,  then,  is  a  profitable  experience. 

Second  Step:    Learn  How  To  Take  Notes 

A  second  step  in  listening  is  made  when  we 
learn  how  to  take  notes  and  to  profit  from  them 
after  they  have  been  taken.  Every  Sunday  School 
student  should  be  encouraged  by  the  teacher  to 
become  a  note-taker  and  a  note-saver. 

Effective  notes  are  taken  only  when  we  base 
them  on  the  structural  pattern  of  the  talk.  There 
are  three  good  systems  for  taking  notes:  1.  the 
precis  system,  2.  the  fact-principle  system,  or 
argument-evidence-source  system,  and  3.  the  out- 
line system.  All  three  are  based  on  a  knowledge 
of  the  structure  of  that  to  which  we  are  listening. 

With  the  precis  system,  we  listen  to  the  first 
main  topic  being  discussed  and  then  quickly  write 
a  sentence  which  conveys  the  central  message  of 
what  has  been  said.  We  then  listen  to  the  treatment 
of  the  second  topic  and  write  another  sentence 
which  gives  in  brief  the  gist  of  the  speaker's  mes- 
sage on  this  point.  This  process  is  followed  until 
the  end  is  reached.  For  talks  that  are  disorganized, 
these  notes  will  have  to  be  recast  after  the  meeting. 

Fact-principle  note  taking  is  simple.  Divide 
your  paper  into  two  columns,  one  labeled  facts, 
and  the  other,  principles.  List  the  facts  the  speaker 
gives  in  column  one  and  the  principles  in  column 
two.  Even  a  disorganized  talk  can  be  given  form 
later  with  such  a  set  of  notes.    The  argument- 


evidence-source  system  is  used  for  taking  notes  on 
an  argumentative  speech.  Here  the  listener  divides 
his  paper  into  three  columns  headed  from  left  to 
right:  argument,  evidence,  source.  Such  a  system 
of  notes  is  invaluable  in  understanding  the  argu- 
ment given  and  in  locating  the  source  of  the 
speaker's  views. 

The  outline  system  is  best  used  when  a  speaker 
gives  his  theme  and  main  points  to  his  audience 
in  the  introduction  of  his  speech.  He  gives  the 
audience  an  itinerary  of  his  journey.  The  members 
of  the  audience  know  exactly  what  his  central 
theme  is  and  what  main  points  he  plans  to  use  in 
developing  it.  When  speakers  follow  this  plan, 
and  many  good  ones  do,  then  no  better  system  for 
note-taking  can  be  recommended  than  the  outline 
system. 

Third  Step:    Review  Notes 

One  more  step,  however,  needs  to  be  taken  by 
a  good  listener.  He  needs  to  study  these  notes  at 
four  different  periods  of  time.  The  need  for  these 
reviews  is  best  illustrated  with  a  forgetting  curve. 
Dr.  Ernest  M.  Ligon  has  tested  learning  devices 
for  25  years  and  has  given  us  the  following  for- 
getting curve. 


I 

lil:-. 


2  days      7  days  17  days  37  days 

We  forget  nearly  all  we  learn  in  two  days. 
By  reviewing  the  second  day,  the  seventh  day,  the 
seventeenth  day,  and  the  thirty-seventh  day,  we 
can  make  most  material  stick  with  us. 

A  good  listener,  then,  takes  orderly  notes  and 
reviews  them  at  specified  intervals.  The  systems 
recommended  in  this  article  have  been  tried, 
proved,  and  not  found  wanting. 
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Loyalty  to  the  Lord 


Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  February 


"God  of  Our  Fathers,  Whose  Almighty  Hand" ; 
author,  Daniel  C.  Roberts;  composer,  G.  W.  War- 
ren; Hymns — Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints,  No.  54. 

With  George  Washington  and  Abraham  Lincoln 
having  been  born  in  the  month  of  February,  this 
is  an  appropriate  month  for  the  expression  of  our 
appreciation  for  the  United  States  of  America. 
It  is  here  that  the  everlasting  Gospel  was  restored 
in  recent  times,  it  being  the  last  dispensation  of 
the  Gospel.  It  is  in  this  land  that  the  metallic  rec- 
ords of  the  Book  of  Mormon  were  kept  safe  for 
many  centuries  and  recently  brought  to  light 
through  the  will  and  command  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  and  the  ministration  of  the  Angel  Moroni 
to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

It  is  from  this  country,  chiefly,  that  the  mission- 
ary messengers  are  going  out  to  find  those  who  will 
embrace  the  true  and  everlasting  Gospel. 

While  much  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  of  its  citizens  who  are  proud 
and  fortunate  to  live  there,  a  wealth  of  good  can 
also  be  said  of  many  other  lands  where  the  Saints 
of  God  are  living  in  peace  and  liberty.  We  believe 
in  being  proud  of  whatever  country  we  live  in,  in 
being  loyal  to  it,  in  "being  subject  to  kings,  presi- 
dents, rulers,  and  magistrates,  in  obeying,  honor- 
ing, and  sustaining  the  law."  (Twelfth  Article  of 
Faith.)  Therefore,  it  will  be  most  fitting,  and  it  is 
recommended  that  in  this  month  or  in  another 
appropriate  month,  our  people  sing  the  song  or 
songs  of  patriotism  of  their  own  country. 

To  the  Chorister: 

Most  patriotic  hymns  are  sung  in  a  marching 
rhythm.  Let  us  lead  it  and  play  it  and  sing  it, 
therefore,  in  a  rigorously  strict  time,  to  lend  it 


the  qualities  of  willing  energy,  loyalty,  and  whole- 
heartedness.  And  notice,  please,  that  this  particu- 
lar hymn  is  not  sung  to  our  country,  but  rather  as 
a  prayer  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  It  begins :  "God 
of  our  fathers  ...  Our  grateful  songs  before  thy 
throne  .  .  ."  we  sing.  We  are  still  addressing  Deity 
when  we  sing  the  second  stanza :  "Thy  love  divine 
hath  led  us  in  the  past ;  .  .  ."  And  what  a  beautiful, 
emotional  third  stanza,  ".  .  .  Thy  true  religion  in 
our  hearts  increase.  Thy  bounteous  goodness  nour- 
ish us  in  peace." 

With  this  prayerful  poetry  accompanied  by  a 
stirring  melody,  let  us  sing  with  all  our  hearts  to 
the  throne  of  heaven.  Our  Heavenly  Father  will 
hear  us  surely. 

Let  the  chorister  lead  with  march-like  tempo 
and  precision.  Make  the  beat  pattern  sharply  cor- 
nered, not  round.  Lead  with  a  joyful  spirit  of 
thanksgiving.  It  is  a  hymn  of  prayer  and  grati- 
tude. 

To  the  Organist: 

The  organist  needs  to  marshall  the  full  strength 
of  his  instrument,  using  all  the  stops  and  playing 
all  the  notes  with  rhythm  and  confidence.  If  the 
organist  is  unable  to  do  this,  let  him  practice  until 
he  is  able.  As  we  cannot  be  saved  in  ignorance, 
so  likely  we  cannot  be  saved  in  slovenly  incom- 
petence. If  the  bass  is  too  difficult  to  play  in  the 
pedals,  play  it  firmly  in  the  left  hand  and  let  it  go 
at  that.  Another  effective  way  to  play  this  music 
either  on  the  piano  or  the  organ  is  to  play  the  three 
upper  parts  in  the  right  hand,  and  play  the  bass 
part  in  octaves  in  the  left  hand.  But  this  neces- 
sarily needs  to  be  practiced.  Demonstrate  this  at 
the  monthly  preparation  meeting.  Then  let  everyone 
practice  it.  — Alexander  Schreiner. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  fhe  Month  of  February 


"Jesus  Is  Our  Loving  Friend" ; 
author,  Anna  Johnson ;  composer, 
Alexander  Schreiner;  The  Chil- 
dren Sing,  No.  21. 

Little  children  have  great  faith 
and  readily  accept  the  things  they 
are  taught.  From  the  stories  they 
hear  about  Jesus,  they  quickly 
learn  to  feel  that  He  is  very  real 
and  very  near.  A  dedicated,  well- 
prepared  chorister  will  be  able  to 
teach  the  message  of  this  hymn, 
"Jesus  Is  Our  Loving  Friend,"  so 
this  feeling  of  nearness  will  be 
strengthened. 

To  the  Chorister: 

A  Junior  Sunday  School  choris- 
ter, like  the  classroom  teacher, 
teaches  the  Gospel.  But  she  teach- 
es the  Gospel  concepts  that  are 
in  the  hymns.  So  the  interest  of 
children  must  be  captured  at  the 
first  presentation  of  this  selection. 
This  may  be  accomplished  by  plac- 
ing one  of  the  lovely  cut-outs  of 
the  Saviour  on  the  flannelboard. 
Then  the  story  found  in  Mark  10 : 
13-16  may  be  told  briefly. 

At  the  next  presentation,  cut- 
outs of  the  children  who  lived  at 
the  time  of  the  Saviour  may  be 
grouped  around  His  picture.  All 
of  these  cut-outs  are  found  in  the 
series  No.  1  package  of  flannel 
cut-outs  for  The  Children  Sing. 
As  these  children  are  placed 
around  the  picture  of  Jesus,  the 
boys  and  girls  will  be  reminded 
that  when  Jesus  was  on  earth, 
He  loved  little  children  and  al- 
ways had  time  for  them.  He  was 
their  friend  then,  and  He  is  our 
friend  today. 

The  melody  of  this  hymn  flows 
with  great  ease.  The  words  are 
sweet,  simple  and  appealing  to 
children.  Many  boys  and  girls  of 
Junior  Sunday  School  age  are  un- 
able to  read,  so  they  learn  by  hear- 
ing a  song.  This  makes  it 
necessary  for  the  chorister  to 
sing  to  them.  Then  again,  because 
children  learn  through  repetition, 
the  hymn  must  be  sung  many 
times.    The  better  they  know  a 


hymn,  the  better  they  understand 
it.  Because  of  this,  it  may  be  wise 
to  teach  the  second  stanza  later. 
Children  like  to  sing.  It  has  a 
natural  appeal  to  them  and  relax- 
es them.  Their  small  muscles 
cause  them  to  tire  easily,  and 
then  they  become  "wiggly."  Sing- 
ing provides  them  with  an  oppor- 
tunity for  self-expression  and 
emotional  release.  It  provides  all 
with  an  equal  opportunity  for 
participation  where  they  can  do 
the  same  thing  at  the  same  time. 
This  satisfies  their  desire  to  "be- 
long" to  the  group,  and  all  are 
able  to  experience  a  feeling  of 
success  and  satisfaction.  Standing 
quietly  at  times  when  they  sing 
allows  children  to  change  position, 
and  this  "rests"  them. 

To  the  Organist: 

Organists,  through  their  wise 
selection  of  appropriate  music  for 
the  worship  service,  can  help 
create  a  spiritual,  reverential 
mood  that  is  felt  by  all.   Children 


are  sensitive  to  the  feeling  of 
music.  It  has  a  great  influence 
on  their  attitude  and  behavior. 
Music  that  is  inappropriate  or 
music  that  is  played  too  fast  can 
stimulate  restlessness.  Then  noise 
and  confusion  will  result.  But 
appropriate  music  played  in  an 
appropriate  tempo  has  a  calming 
effect  on  children. 

Preludial  music  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  worship  service  should 
create  a  quiet,  sweet,  reverential 
atmosphere.  If  this  is  done,  chil- 
dren will  feel  its  influence  as  they 
enter  the  chapel.  Organists  who 
are  willing  to  spend  the  time  nec- 
essary in  selecting  and  preparing 
their  music  have  a  lot  to  do  with 
the  success  or  failure  of  a  worship 
service.  The  postlude  should  also 
create  a  quiet,  peaceful  mood  as 
children  leave  the  chapel.  The 
choice  of  march  music  or  music 
that  has  a  very  marked  rhythm 
will  not  help  to  achieve  this  de- 
sired reverential  effect. 

— Edith  Nash. 


February  Sacrament  Gems 

For  Senior  Sunday  School  For  Junior  Sunday  School 

".  .  .  Blessed  are  ye  if  ye  shall         Jesus  said : 


keep  my  commandments,  .  .  ."^ 

1  3  JVepfiil8:14. 


"...  I  am  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life:  .  .  ."^ 


^John  14:6. 


Music  to  Accompany  February  Sacrament  Gems 
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The  First  Cliristmas  Brought 

by  Irene  McCullough'^ 


Editor's  Note:  This  is  a  story  as  it  might  have  been 
about  the  shepherds  who  came  to  behold  the  Christ  Child 
at  His  birth. 


6iT   FEEL  I  can  bear  the  rule  of  the  Romans  no 


I 


longer,  Father.  How  long  are  we  going 
to  sit  idly  by  and  live  under  their  dominating 
power?" 

"Benjamin,  my  son,  we  have  been  under  the 
rule  of  alien  nations  for  over  five  hundred  years. 
Rome  rules  the  world  today,  and  for  a  mere  hand- 
ful of  people  to  rebel  against  her  now  is  sheer  folly 

—  it  is  suicide.    Get  hate  out  of  your  being;  hate 
"You    have    said,    and    our    forefathers    have 

preached  for  hundreds  of  years,  that  we  are  a 
chosen  people,  that  a  great  Redeemer,  a  Saviour, 
would  be  raised  up  among  us  who  would  save  us 
from  our  enemies.    How  long  will  we  have  to  wait 

—  another  thousand  years  ?"  The  boy's  angry  voice 
broke  the  stillness  of  the  night. 

"Be  quiet,  my  son,  be  quiet.  The  night  has  many 
ears.  We  must  not  bring  more  sorrow  on  our 
people  through  your  treasonable  words.  The  rule 
of  the  Romans  has  been  far  more  lenient  than  any 
of  our  former  masters.  We  are  protected  in  our 
homes  and  towns  by  their  laws.  We  have  freedom 
of  worship  as  long  as  we  do  not  encroach  upon  the 
civil  laws  of  Rome.  This  means  a  great  deal  to  a 
people  who  are  surrounded  by  heathen  nations  that 
worship  idols  of  stone.  Come,  it  is  getting  late 
and  we  still  have  chores  to  do.  Morning  comes  all 
too  soon  after  a  long  day's  work." 

"Father,  have  you  forgotten  the  heavy  taxes 
imposed  on  us  by  these  heathens?  We  are  not 
allowed  to  help  make  the  laws  we  are  governed  by. 
They  appoint  vicious  men,  who  hate  us,  to  be  our 
rulers ;  and  these  men  empty  our  pockets  to  fill 
their  own." 

Still  grumbling,  Benjamin  rounded  up  the  sheep 
and  the  goats  for  the  night.  On  a  grassy  spot 
close  by  the  animals,  he  threw  down  some  blankets 


(For  Course  1,  lesson  of  December  24,  "Christmas  Is  a  Happy 
Time";  for  Course  2,  lesson  of  December  24,  "Christmas  Lesson"; 
for  Course  3,  lesson  of  December  24,  "Jesus  Was  Born  to  Serve  in 
the  Kingdom";  and  for  all  Christinas  lessons.) 

*  Sister  McCullough  became  a  Sunday  School  teacher  at  the  age 
of  15",  and  since  that  time,  for  approximately  50  years,  she  has  held 
some  position  of  leadership  in  the  Church.  She  has  been  MIA,  Pri- 
mary, and  Relief  Society  president,  has  worked  on  Sunday  School 
and  Relief  Society  stake  boards,  and  was  a  guide  on  Temple  Square 
for  over  twenty  years.  She  has  visited  nearly  every  country  in  the 
world,  including  Israel,  and  has  done  a  good  deal  of  writing.  She  is 
presently  stake  Relief  Society  theology  leader.  Sister  McCullough 
and  her  husband,  R.  Verne  McCullough,  have  five  children  and  20 
grandchildren. 


for  himself  and  his  father  to  rest  on.  Wrapping 
themselves  in  their  soft  camel-hair  robes,  the  two 
shepherds  lay  down  to  sleep. 

It  was  difficult  for  Nathan  to  relax  and  drop 
off  to  sleep.  He  was  upset  and  worried  about  his 
son,  Benjamin,  and  his  impetuous  friends.  They 
lacked  the  wisdom  and  judgment  of  their  parents. 
Their  impulsive  actions  could  bring  strong  meas- 
ures of  retribution  upon  the  heads  of  their  people. 

Nathan,  lying  flat  on  his  back,  looked  up  into 
the  heavens;  myriads  of  radiant  stars  seemed  to 
hang  closer  to  earth  than  ever  before.  It  was  so 
peaceful  out  here  under  the  stars ;  even  the  little 
white  lambs  seemed  more  content  than  usual.  They 
were  all  snuggled  up  affectionately  against  their 
mothers'  warm,  comforting  bodies. 

Nathan  lovingly  put  his  arm  around  his  son  and 
gently  whispered:  "Benjamin,  my  boy,  conquer 
yourself  before  you  try  to  conquer  your  enemies. 
Love  and  peace  cannot  dwell  in  your  heart  when 
you  are  full  of  bitterness.  God  is  still  watchful 
over  Israel." 

"If  He  is,  why  then  are  we  not  free?" 

"Maybe  it  is  because  we  have  become  so  arro- 
gant and  self-righteous.  For  centuries  we  have 
refused  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  prophets. 
We  have  turned  our  backs  on  them  and  failed  to 
give  heed  to  their  messages  and  warning.  We  have 
forgotten  to  live  the  laws  given  us  by  Moses  on 
Mount  Sinai  and  have  followed  in  the  ways  of  the 
heathen  nations." 

Benjamin,  still  resentful,  shrugged  away  his 
father's  arm  and  rolled  over  on  his  side  and  went 
to  sleep. 

Sleep  was  out  of  the  question  for  the  sagacious, 
old  shepherd.  He  loved  his  boy  dearly  and  was 
heartbroken  to  think  he  would  not  listen  to  him. 

For  a  long  time  Nathan  lay  awake.  Suddenly 
he  heard  strains  of  far-away  music.  It  sounded  at 
first  as  if  it  were  coming  from  a  distant  land.  The 
singing  grew  more  and  more  pronounced  —  it  was 
the  most  glorious  chorus  he  had  ever  listened  to. 
Was  he  dreaming?  He  waited  a  moment,  then  sat 
up.   The  music  seemed  to  be  all  about  him  now. 

"Benjamin!  Benjamin!"  he  cried.  The  boy,  so 
abruptly  aroused  from  a  sound  sleep,  screamed  out : 
"Father,  what  is  it?  Are  wolves  among  our  sheep?" 

Nathan  laid  a  restraining  hand  upon  the  lad. 
"Listen,  my  son."  Their  eyes  turned  heavenward : 


424 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


.  .  .  Tlie  Gift  of  Good  Will  . 


And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round  about  them: 
and  they  were  sore  afraid. 

And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not:  for, 
behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy, 
which  shall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born 
this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is 
Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you; 
Ye  shall  find  the  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  lying  in  a  manger. 

And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a  mul- 
titude of  the  heavenly  host  praising  God,  and  say- 
ing. Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  toward  men. 

The  angels  in  their  white  flowing  robes  slowly 
faded  away  into  the  star-filled  sky  and  the  sublime 
chorus  of  voices  died  away  in  the  distance. 

"Peace  and  good  will  toward  men,"  reverently 
whispered  the  kind  old  shepherd ;  "to  all  men,  Son." 

"Yes,  Father,"  replied  Benjamin  with  bowed 
head;  "to  all  men  .  .  .  Let  us  now  go  even  unto 
Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing  which  is  come  to 
pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us." 

Nathan  and  Benjamin  went  into  the  stable  of 
the  inn  and  in  deep  reverence  knelt  down  beside 
the  lowly  manger  and  gazed  upon  the  babe,  the 
Christ  Child,  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  A  calm 
serenity  filled  their  breasts,  a  joy  they  had  never 
felt  before.  And  Benjamin  realized  at  last  that 
only  love  for  his  fellow  men  would  bring  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  among  men.  (See  Luke  2  :l-20.) 


THE  MESSIAH'S  BIRTH 

BY    VIRGIL    B.    SMITH 

Holo  could  such  news  of  glory  best  be  told? 
Who  could  behold  this  child  and  know 
he  saw 
The  Son  of  God?  Who  could  best  hear,  and  hold 
The  ivord  in  reverent  awe? 

The  veil  was  raised  to  few. 
The  simple  truth  came  through 

An  angel  bringing  news  of  greater  joys. 
Good  will  to  earth — and  hosts  of  heaven  who 
Spoke  peace  to  shepherd  boys  — 

And,  if  you  wish,  to  you.^ 


iFrom  the  new  book,  How  to  Spark  Gospel  Learning,  1961; 
Inland  West  Distributors,  Box  8197,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  $1.95. 
Used  by  permission. 
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The  "Guys"  and 

Tom's  Decision 

by  Cynthia  M.  TrunneW 


A  STORY  with  enough  punch  to  move  me  to 
action  was  one  I  heard  early  in  life  about 
a  man  who  planned  in  advance  what  he  would  do 
if  different  emergencies  arose.  He  decided,  for 
example,  while  driving  along  a  mountain  road  that 
if  ever  his  car  skidded  off  a  road  down  a  steep 
embankment,  he  would  try  to  head  it  straight  for- 
ward because  he  figured  he  would  have  a  better 
chance  that  way  than  sliding  sidewise  over  the 
edge.  Later,  his  car  actually  did  leave  the  road, 
and  he  headed  it  according  to  plan  down  the  steep 
cliff  —  and  was  not  injured. 

Before  hearing  that  story,  I  took  things  pretty 
much  as  they  came,  not  anticipating  problem  situ- 
ations. That  was  before  I  had  children.  Since,  I 
have  learned  that  the  road  called  "life"  takes  un- 
expected turns  and  runs  along  treacherous  preci- 
pices and  that  if  I  am  to  help  my  children  travel 
this  road,  I  must  anticipate  their  needs  and  must 
plan  in  order  to  keep  them  from  disaster. 

Because  of  the  story  and  some  advance  plan- 


(For  Course  8,  lesson  of  February  18,  "The  Child  of  Promise"; 
for  Course  la  teachers,  lesson  of  December  10,  "Right  Choices";  for 
Course  4  teachers,  lesson  of  March  11,  "Family  Finds  Joy  in  Gospel 
Understanding";  for  Course  6,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Strong — through 
Self-control,"  and  lesson  of  March  11,  "Helpful — and  Show  Others  the 
Way";  and  for  Course  25,  lessons  of  February  18  and  25,  "The  Nature 
of  Obedience.") 

*  Sister  Trunnell  attended  Smith  College  in  Massachusetts  before 
she  became  a  member  of  the  Church.  Since  then  she  has  been  busy 
in  teaching  and  administrative  positions  of  Sunday  School,  MIA, 
Primary,  and  Relief  Society.  She  is  now  a  Relief  Society  visiting 
teacher  and  a  counselor  in  the  Edgemont  Third  Ward  Primary  of 
East  Sharon  Stake,  Prove,  Utah.  She  and  her  husband.  Dr.  Jack  B. 
Trunnell,  professor  of  developmental  biology  and  Director  of  the  BYU 
center  for  studies  in  nutrition,  have  six  children. 


"Mom,  may  I  play  basketball?   I  know 
it's  Sunday,  but  the  Lord  likes  basketball." 

ning  it  begot,  I  could  help  our  son,  Tom,  on  an 
occasion  critical  for  him.  Five  years  ago,  while 
we  were  living  in  the  Houston  Stake,  an  area  where 
Church  membership  was  thinly  spread  over  some 
65,000  square  miles,  our  neighbors  were  not  of 
our  faith. 

One  Sunday  afternoon  I  was  talking  with  some 
visitors  from  Utah,  awaiting  my  husband's  return 
from  a  meeting,  when  Tom  burst  into  the  living 
room,  a  basketball  under  his  arm.  "May  I  play 
basketball?  We've  challenged  the  Slicks,  and  to- 
day's the  only  day  they  can  play." 

I  looked  at  him,  face  flushed,  eyes  bright  —  this 
boy  only  a  few  months  a  deacon,  still  much  a  child, 
yet  surely  on  the  road  to  manhood.  I  looked  at  him 
and  saw  in  my  mind  that  car  going  into  a  skid. 
Immediate  action  was  called  for,  and  I  had  a  plan. 

"Tom,"  I  said,  ''You  know  it's  Sunday.  .  ." 

"I  know,  Mom,  but  the  Lord  likes  basketball. 
We  play  it  in  Mutual.  Anyway,  it's  just  this  once. 
It's  an  important  game,  and  they  need  me.  We 
have  just  enough  for  a  team.  If  I  don't  play,  we'll 
lose  by  default,  and  the  guys  will  be  mad  at  me, 
and  .  . ." 

He  was  throwing  all  his  ammunition  into  the 
fray  at  once.  "We  must  talk  about  this,  Tom,"  I 
said.  "Come  upstairs  for  a  minute."  He  started 
to  argue,  but  changed  his  mind.  Asking  our  guests 
to  excuse  us,  we  went  upstairs  to  his  room.   I  was 
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praying  all  the  way  and  said,  "Amen/'  as  the  door 
closed. 

I  turned  to  Tom,  who  walked  to  the  window 
and  stood  staring  at  the  "guys"  waiting  below. 
"Tom,"  I  said,  "You  don't  want  the  boys  to  be 
'mad,' do  you?" 

"No,  I  sure  don't.   And  they  will  be  if  .  .  ." 

"If  you  play  basketball  today,  they'll  have  more 
reason  to  be  mad  at  you  than  if  the  game  is  lost 
by  default."  He  turned,  surprised  and  skeptical, 
as  I  continued,  "You're  the  only  friend  those  boys 
have  who's  a  member  of  the  Church,  aren't  you? 
How  will  they  learn,  except  from  you,  that  the 
Gospel  can  be  a  real  force  in  a  person's  life? 

"Let  me  tell  you  a  story.  After  you  hear  it, 
you  make  up  your  own  mind.  When  I  was  in  col- 
lege in  Massachusetts  before  I  joined  the  Church, 
I  thought  my  religion  was  satisfactory.  I  made  a 
point  of  getting  up  early  Sunday  to  go  to  church, 
before  the  other  girls  were  awake.  Those  Sunday 
mornings  were  beautiful  and  made  me  feel  clean 
and  holy.  It  never  occurred  to  me  that  there  was 
any  relationship  between  that  happy  Sunday  morn- 
ing experience  and  the  rest  of  my  week  until  I 
asked  one  of  my  friends  to  go  to  church  with  me. 

"She  said,  *Why  should  I  get  up  and  go  to 
your  church?  Your  religion  never  interferes  with 
your  life.   I  need  my  sleep  on  Sunday  morning.' 

"You  see,  Tom,  she  was  telling  me  that  my 
religion,  which  I  claimed  was  important  to  me, 
did  not  exert  enough  power  in  my  life  to  keep  me 
from  doing  things  of  which  she  disapproved  — 
although  she  did  them,  too.   She  made  no  claim  to 


any  religion.  Do  you  see  the  connection?  Think 
what  I  might  have  done  for  her  if  I'd  known  the 
Gospel  and  had  been  living  it!" 

"I  guess  you  might' ve  converted  her,  huh,  Mom, 
if  you'd  been  converted  yourself?" 

"Well,  at  least  she  would  have  respected  my 
church.  There  has  to  be  respect  before  there  can 
be  conversion.  That's  one  big  reason  why,  here  in 
Houston,  we  have  to  be  strong  in  our  faith." 

"And  faith  without  works  is  dead,  like  it  says 
in  the  Bible." 

"That's  right.  James  said  it;  and  he  also  said, 
*.  .  .  shew  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works,  and 
I  will  shew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works.'  (James 
2:18.)  I  tried  to  show  my  friend  my  faith  with- 
out any  works.   But  now  you  have  a  chance  to  .  .  ." 

"To  show  the  guys  what  faith  is,  I  guess,  or 
something  like  that." 

"Something  just  about  like  that,  Tom." 

He  did  not  play  basketball,  and  the  game  was 
not  lost  after  all.  It  turned  out  that  it  could  be 
postponed.  Those  other  boys  may  someday  have 
the  Gospel  preached  to  them  and  will  have  no  cause 
to  be  "mad"  at  Tom  for  not  having  let  them  see 
its  power  in  action.  As  for  Tom,  he  will  go  on  a 
mission  in  two  years  and  will  find  out  more  surely 
how  important  it  is  for  each  member  of  the  Church 
to  live  the  Gospel.  He  has  decided  to  become  a 
missionary,  just  as  he  decided  how  best  to  keep 
that  Sabbath  Day  holy,  just  as  he  is  learning  to 
decide  how  to  keep  control  and  move  safely  along 
the  difficult  and  dangerous  road  called  "life." 


IZAPA  STELA  5   AND   THE   BOOK  OF   MORMON    (Concluded  from  page  ill.) 


nounced  with  the  p  aspirated,  i.e.,  as  "Nep-hee," 
and  in  consequence  is  more  correctly  transliterated 
with  an  h  following  the  p,  i.e.,  as  Nephi! 

These  two  name-gljrphs,  therefore,  practically 
establish  the  six  persons  in  the  Izapa  carving  as 
the  six  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  episode,  and  con- 
sequently this  carving  itself  as  a  portrayal  of  that 
episode — apparently  the  first  actual  occurrence  of 
Book  of  Mormon  names  and  the  first  actual  por- 
trayal of  a  Book  of  Mormon  event  so  far  discovered 
on  an  ancient  monument.  In  other  words,  this 
carving  constitutes  the  most  important  external 
evidence  for  +he  authenticity  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon yet  to  come  forth.  (This  significance  of  the 
carving,  it  will  be  noted,  is  additional  to  that  pre- 
viously brought  out,  of  interest  mainly  to  archae- 
ologists— ^the  new  evidence  the  carving  presents  of 
an  Old  World  origin  for  the  ancient  American  civili- 
zations, in  its  Near  Eastern-like  portrayal  of  the 
two  personages  attending  the  Tree  of  Life.  Indeed, 
the  additional  significance  of  constituting  impor- 
tant evidence  for  the  Book  of  Mormon  tends,  of 


course,  to  establish  an  Old  World  origin  for  these 
civilizations  which  was  exactly  that  recorded  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon;  i.e.,  an  origin  in  three  trans- 
oceanic migrations  from  the  Near  East,  the  earliest 
from  Sumerian  Mesopotamia  and  the  two  latter 
from  Israelite  Palestine,  one  of  the  latter  led  by 
an  ancient  Israelite  prophet  named  Lehi,  whom 
quite  surely  we  see  portrayed  in  this  carving.) 

A  full  study  of  this  extremely  important  monu- 
ment, including  the  details  of  decipherment  of  the 
two  name-glyphs,  and  identification  of  elements 
corresponding  to  features  of  Lehi's  vision  additional 
to  the  Tree  of  Life,  such  as  the  "river  of  water" 
and  the  "rod  of  iron" — as  well  as  photographic 
and  drawing  reproductions  of  the  whole  Tree  of 
Life  scene  itself — is  available  in  a  publication  of 
the  University  Archaeological  Society  (Stela  5, 
Izapa,  Chiapas,  Mexico;  a  Major  Archaeological 
Discovery  of  the  New  World,  price  $2 ;  order  from : 
The  University  Archaeological  Society,  c/o  Depart- 
ment of  Archaeology,  Brigham  Young  University, 
Provo,  Utah). 
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RECREATION  CAN  BE  A  LEARNING  EXPERIENCE  . 


ADD  SKILLS  TO  THE  FRILLS 


W 


E  often  think  of  recreation  as  amusement 
and  forget  the  marvelous  learning  experi- 
ence that  accompanies  the  fun. 

For  instance,  how  would  you  like  to  be  invited 
to  a  "Craftateria  Party"?  Each  Christmas  one 
family  we  know  invites  young  neighbors  and 
friends  to  join  them  in  making  favors  and  gifts  for 
patients  at  the  local  hospital.  Card  tables  are  set  up 
to  hold  an  assortment  of  materials  such  as  felt, 
sequins,  glue,  pipe  cleaners,  pins,  colored  and  plain 
paper,  foil,  poster  paints,  brushes,  scissors,  and 
staples.  The  hosts  have  on  display  a  number  of 
favors  already  made  up.  After  brief  instructions, 
each  guest  is  free  to  use  his  own  talent  and  creative 
imagination  to  make  anything  he  desires.  Soon 
many  varieties  of  Christmas  favors  are  ready  for 
distribution.  Everyone  sings  as  he  works;  and, 
at  the  end  of  the  evening,  light  refreshments  are 
served. 

The  rewards  of  such  an  evening  are  many.  The 
children  learn  how  to  handle  tools  and  materials; 
they  learn  the  satisfaction  of  making  something 
new  and  useful  from  cast-oif  materials ;  they  learn 
that  love  is  expressed  through  shared  activities 
and  that  the  joy  of  giving  is  enhanced  by  giving 
of  one's  self. 

We  believe  wholeheartedly  that  families  should 
have  fun.  But  we  also  believe  that  the  fun  can 
have  a  purpose  in  creating  attitudes  of  mind  and 


(For  Course  25,  lessons  of  January  28  and  February  4,   "Human 
Nature  Can  Be  Improved";  and  of  general  interest.) 


skills  of  the  body  that  will  be  sources  of  joy  and 
satisfaction  in  years  to  come.  A  father,  teaching 
his  sons  how  to  handle  woodworking  tools,  can 
bring  as  much  pleasure  into  their  lives  as  he  can 
in  teaching  them  how  to  handle  a  set  of  golf  clubs. 

If  you  encourage  children  to  create  their  own 
fun  and  develop  family  projects  from  their  own 
efforts,  you  will  help  them  to  establish  a  balanced 
sense  of  values.  If  you  encourage  making  cookies 
in  preference  to  going  to  the  store  and  buyifig 
treats,  if  you  can  read  aloud  together  from  a  good 
book  rather  than  watching  a  mediocre  TV  program, 
you  will  be  helping  your  children  develop  a  yard- 
stick for  measuring  real  worth  in  material  things 
as  well  as  in  people.  Admittedly,  it  takes  less 
thought  to  send  a  child  to  a  Saturday  matinee  each 
week  than  to  take  him  for  a  walk  in  the  woods; 
but  if  you  make  a  habit  of  buying  fun  and  talent, 
your  children  will  grow  up  thinking  that  things 
worth  doing  cost  money  and  that  something  paid 
for  in  cash  is  preferable  to  something  homemade. 

Physical  fitness,  including  sports  and  athletic 
events,  can  be  a  family  recreation  project.  Group 
participation  sports  such  as  volley  ball,  badminton, 
tennis  and  touch  football  are  all  good  body  builders, 
as  are  horseback  riding  and  swimming.  Bicycling 
is  a  perfect  activity  combining  fun  and  fitness. 
There  are  places  a  family  can  go  on  bicycles  that 
a  car  can  never  reach.  A  nose-bag  lunch  makes  it 
even  more  delightful. 
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THROUGH  CREATIVE  AND    PHYSICAL    ACTIVITIES,    FAMILIES    CAN    DEVELOP 
SKILLS   WHICH    WILL   BRING   SATISFACTION   NOW  AND   IN  YEARS  TO   COME. 


Camping  where  survival  depends  on  your  own 
efforts  and  resourcefulness  helps  a  family  become 
more  self-sufficient,  more  reliable,  and  more  appre- 
ciative of  nature.  Hiking  and  camping  trips  can 
be  found  any  time  you  want  to  pitch  your  tent 
and  start  out.  There  are  many  fascinating  things 
to  be  seen  if  you  but  take  time  to  observe  and  find 
joy  in  little  things.  In  the  country,  if  you  are 
perceptive  and  discerning,  you  will  learn  about 
God  and  His  creations  when  you  find  sweet  violets 
hidden  in  a  wood  bank,  or  a  nest  of  wild  birds. 
As  you  walk  you  can  stop  and  pick  up  treasures 
of  interesting  rocks  or  colorful  bird  feathers. 

As  a  child  becomes  aware  of  the  changes  and 
beauties  of  the  world  around  him,  it  is  second 
nature  to  want  to  collect  the  evidences  of  these 
beauties.  Many  families  have  started  collections 
as  a  hobby  and  have  found  that  their  interest  in 
other  fields  has  broadened  as  a  result.  Coin  and 
stamp  collecting  bring  increased  knowledge  of 
other  peoples  and  countries.  Rock,  mineral,  and 
shell  collections  bring  a  knowledge  of  plants,  ani- 
mals, geography,  and  history. 

Travel  is  one  of  the  favorite  recreation  projects 
of  many  families.  Whether  it  be  a  trip  abroad 
or  a  jaunt  to  a  nearby  national  park,  a  family 
trip  can  also  be  a  learning  experience.  In  the  army, 
new  recruits  are  given  orientation  or  indoctrina- 
tion courses.  In  your  own  family,  this  technique 
will  prove  helpful  when  you  are  planning  a  trip 


or  a  new  adventure  in  family  living. 

A  short  briefing  can  do  wonders  for  helping 
parents  and  children  appreciate  what  is  to  come, 
whether  it  be  a  trip  to  the  north  woods,  a  trip  to 
a  concert,  or  a  holiday  to  celebrate.  Learning  the 
origin  and  background  of  any  subject  will  help  you 
to  appreciate  and  enjoy  that  subject  more.  One 
family  calls  their  family  night  just  that  —  orienta- 
tion night  —  because  whatever  is  in  the  offing, 
whether  it  be  a  new  movie,  a  book,  a  sightseeing 
tour,  a  trip  to  the  beach,  or  an  art  exhibit,  they 
do  a  little  preliminary  research  with  reference 
books  and  encyclopedias.  A  wonderful  store  of 
information  and  appreciation  for  events  has  been 
the  result  of  these  preplanning  sessions. 

Whatever  you  choose  for  family  recreation, 
you  can  help  it  to  be  a  learning  experience  by 
encouraging  the  children  to  help  with  the  planning 
and  to  enjoy  the  opportunity  of  sharing  responsi- 
bility. Knowledge,  confidence,  and  personal  de- 
velopment can  be  gained.  Thoughtfulness  and 
consideration  for  others  can  be  developed.  Ima- 
gination and  creative  thinking  can  be  fostered. 

And  all  of  this  can  be  accomplished  while  life 
is  being  enriched  with  the  fun  and  zest  of  recrea- 
tion. — Shirley  and  Monroe  Paxman.* 

*  Sister  Paxman  is  a  Registered  Nurse,  a  member  of  the  Provo 
City  Board  of  Education,  and  an  active  Church  worker.  Brother 
Paxman  is  a  scoutmaster  and  a  stake  high  councilman,  and  profession- 
ally he  is  a  judge,  affiliated  with  the  National  Advisory  Council  of 
Judges  and  the  Rocky  Mountain  Juvenile  Court  Institute.  The  Pax- 
mans  have  seven  children.  Together  they  have  written  the  books. 
Family  Night  Fun  and  Party  Patterns,  which  have  done  much  to 
bring  homemade   entertainment  back  into  style. 
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Phyllis  D.  Shaw  - 250 

Death  Is  Not  Victorious,  David  O.  McKay  - 109 

Decision,  The  "Guys"  and  Tom's,  Cynthia  M.  Trunnell._ 426 
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Dixon,  H.  Aldous,  Sparks  for  Speakers  series  266,  358 

Dixon,  H.  Aldous,  The  Latter-day  Saints  Are 
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Glade,  Earl  J.,  The  Name  You  Bear  ...196 

Glade,  Melba,  The  Standard  Works  for  Family  Reading 68 

"God  of  Our  Fathers,  Whose  Almighty  Hand," 

Alexander  Schreiner   422 

"God  Our  Father  Made  the  Night,"  Florence  S.  Allen       ..  135 

"God  .  .        We  Believe  in,"  WiUiam  P.  Miller  381 
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Irrigation,  Hazel  W.  Lewis  Center  spread,  September 

Isaac  Blessing  Jacob,  Hazel  W.  Lewis  Center  spread,  May 
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Joseph  Smith  .  .  .  the  Man  and  the  Seer, 

Minnie    E.    Anderson    (bk) 78 

Joy  of  Giving,  The,  Reed  H.  Bradford  88 

Junior  Sunday  School  article  series 

"What  Thinkest  Thou?"  Margaret  Hopkinson 21 
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Hazel  W.  Lewis  Center  spread,  January 

Kitto,  Margare':  I.,  New  Friends  in  a  New  Land  385 

Kitto,  Margaret  Ipson,  Mommy's  Big  Helper  82 

Knowledge  of  and  Obedience  to  Law  Is  Evidence 

of  Maturity,  Hugh  B.  Brown  366 


LDS  Missions  of  the  United  States, 
M.  Ross  and  Marie  C.  Richards... 


72 

LDS  Missions  of  the  World,  M.  Ross  and 

Marie  C.  Richards.... ....Inside  back  cover,  February 

Lafitte,  Jean:    Second  Chance, 

Wendell  J.  Ashton    (abt) Back  cover.  May 
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Selkirk,  Minnie,  Tithe  Paying  ...   a  Step  Toward 

Perfection    286 

Senior  Sunday  School  hymn  of  the  month  series 

March:    "Jesus,  the  Very  Thought  of  Thee" 26 

April;    "We  Are  Sowing" 62 

May:     "There  Is  Beauty  All  Around" 98 

June:    "O  God,  the  Eternal  Father".  __ 134 

July:    "Sweet  Is  the  Work,  My  God,  My  King" _._.170 
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December:     "More  Holiness   Give   Me". 350 

January:    "The  Lord  My  Pasture  Will  Prepare" 386 

February:    "God  of  Our  Fathers,  Whose 
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"Sermon  in  Rhyme,  A,"  Daniel  W.   Hoyt   (v) 333 

Service,  They  Found  Life  in,  O.  Preston  Robinson  292 

Sharp,  James  Vernon,  Disaster  Opened  the  Way  328 

Shaw,  Phyllis  D.,  A  Deacon  Helps  the  Bishop,  the 

Members,  and  the  Lord 250 

Signs  of  Danger  for  Children  and  Teen-agers, 

J.  Edgar  Hoover  and  Salt  Lake  City  Police  Department.... 306 

Signs  of  the  Second  Coming,  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  255 

Sill,  Sterling  W.,  "Take  My  Yoke  upon  You" 75 

Sill,  Sterling  W.,  The  Future  Is  Now 184 

Simpson,  Charles  Bob, 

Living  Words  .   .   .  Nonverbal  Teaching 6 

Sin,  The  Wages  of,  George  R.  Hill  201 

Singing  and  Knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  George  R.  Hill  274 

Singing,  Inspire  Relaxed  and  Reverent,  Alexander  Schreiner....  26 

Smith,  George  Albert,  Your  Good  Name 267 

Smith,  Joseph,  His  Parents  and  God,  Marie  F.  Felt  379 

Smith,  Joseph  ,   .  .  the  Man  and  the  Seer, 

Minnie  E.  Anderson  (bk) 78 

Smith,  Joseph  F.,  Fear  Not  Death  404 

Smith,  Joseph  F.,  Holy  Ghost,  Holy  Spirit,  Comforter  56 

Smith,  Joseph  F.:    How  President  Smith 

Shared  His  Birthday,  Edith  Smith  Patrick  (abt) 327 

Smith,  Joseph  Fielding,  Signs  of  the  Second  Coming  255 

Smith,  Joseph  Fielding,  "Ye  Are  a  Chosen  Generation" 16 

Smith,  Joseph  Fielding,  Jr.,  A  Cure  for  Inactivity .352 

Smith,  Joseph  Fielding,  Jr.,  Our  Advocate  with  the  Father  ....178 

Smith,  Oliver  R.,   In  Search  of  Truth  142 

Smith,  Oliver  R.,  The  Gift  of  Repentance  277 

Smith,  Virgil  B.,  Church  Sponsored  Education 

Inside  back  cover,  September 

Smith,  Virgil  B.,  Here's  a  Place  for  You  in  the 

Church  Auxiliaries  287,  Inside  back  cover,  August 

Smith,  Virgil  B.,  Our  Cover 

...Inside  front  covers,  September,  November,  December 

Smith,  Virgil  B.,  Ruth  and  Boaz 

(picture  description) Center  spread,  October 

Smith,  Virgil  B., 

Stages  of  Immortality  360,  Inside  back  cover,  October 

Smith,  Virgil  B.,  "The  Baby  Needs  Me"  (v) 389 

Smith,  Virgil  B.,  "The  Messiah's  Birth"  (v) 425 

Smith,  Virgil  B.,  What  Do  Your  Prayers  Mean?  304 

Social  Hall,  Hazel  W.  Lewis  Center  spread,  December 

Solomon:    Secret  of  His  Wisdom, 

Wendell  J.   Ashton    (abt) Back  cover,   February 

Sorensen,  Donna  Durrant,  Appointed  to  General  Board  104 

Sparks  for  Speakers  series,  H.  Aldous  Dixon 

August 266 

The  Secret   Asahel  D.  Woodruff 

Good  Works  and  Good  Words,  Clyde  S.  Huffman 

Your  Good  Name,  George  Albert  Smith 
October 358 

Giving  Is  Living,  Evelyn  L.  Nelson 

Forgiveness,  Adrian  Anderson 

The  Dehcate  Task,  Helen  Keller 

Unselfish  Love,  Andy  Kavalko 

Appreciation,  Megiddo  Message 

Special  Days  Are  Observed  During  the  Class  Period, 

Claribel  W.  Aldous  309 
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Sperry,  Lucy  G.,  A  Genuine  Friendship  143 

Sperry,  Lucy  G.,  Christ's  Apostles— Men  of  Nobility  42 

Sperry,  Lucy  G.,  Course  7  Picture  Packet 95 

Spirit  Giveth  Life,  The,  Leland  H.  Monson  Convention  3 

Spirit  Giveth  Life,  The,  Leland  H.  Monson  132 

"Spirit  Giveth  Life,  The,"  Leland  H.  Monson, 

Dehnar  H.  Dickson  Convention  back  cover 

Stake  Board  Member  Visit  Officially?  When  Does  a  (ans)....383 

Stan  the  Man,  Wendell  J.  Ashton Back  cover,   July 

Standard  Works  for  Family  Reading,  The,  Melba  Glade  ....  68 
Standards  Govern  Your  Choices?  What,  Reed  H.  Bradford  ....114 

Status  by  Performance,   Reed  H.  Bradford  190 

Stevens,  Patric,  No  Greater  Love  317 

Story  for  Reading  or  Telling  .  .  .  The  Penny  Game  and 

God's  World,  A,  Leah  Woolley  263 

Strangler  Fig,  Wendell  J.  Ashton Back  cover,  September 

Subscription  Price  Increases,  G.  Robert  Ruff  59 

Sugar,  Wendell  J.  Ashton  Back  cover,  March 

Suggested  Christmas  Worship  Services,  Committee  320 

Suggested  Easter  Worship  Services: 

Easter  Is  a  Joyous  Time,  Committee  34 

Suggested  Lessons  for  Stake  Conference  Sunday 

Second  Quarter,  1961:    The  Standard  Works 

for  Family  Reading,  Melba  Glade  68 

Third  Quarter,  1961:    Our  Advocate  with  the 

Father,   Joseph  Fielding   Smith,    Jr 178 

Fourth  Quarter,   1961:    The  Gift  of  Repentance, 

Oliver  R.  Smith  277 

First  Quarter,  1962:    "We  Believe  in  God  .  .  .  ," 

William  P.  Miller  381 

Suggested  Mother's  Day  Worship  Services: 

Joyous  Mother's  Day,  Committee  ...-  69 

Sunday  School  Conference,  Willis  S.  Peterson  131 

Sunday  School  Held  on  Conference  Days?  Is  (ans) 59 

Sunday  School:    Here's  a  Place  for  You  in  the  Church 

Auxiliaries,  Virgil  B.  Smith  ....287,  Inside  back  cover,  August 

Superintendent  as  Class  Supervisor,  The, 

Lynn  S.  Richards  346 

Superintendents  Have  Three  Assistants?  May  (ans) 275 

Swapp,  Addie  L.,  A  Gospel  of  Love,  a  New  Course  No.  1 

Manual 417 

Swapp,  Addie  L.,  Inspirational  Talks  Need 

Good   Planning    Convention    12 

Swapp,  Addie  L.,  Prayer  Is  Talking  with 

Our  Heavenly  Father Convention   9 

"Sweet  Is  the  Work,  My  God,  My  King," 

Alexander  Schreiner  — 170 


'Take  My  Yoke  upon  You,"  Sterling  W.  Sill 75 

"Tarn  O'Shanter,"  Robert  Bums  (v) 361 

Taylor,  Henry  D.,  "To  Help  the  People  to  Help 

Themselves" 293 

Taylor,  Nettie,  and  Kaye  Webb,  Families  Are  Fun  280 

Taylor,  Nettie  E.,  Bind  Your  Instructors  94 

Taylor,  Nettie  E.,  Cottage  Meetings  to  Teach  the  Gospel  ....147 

Taylor,  Nettie  E.,  Meet  Your  Friend,  the  Custodian 302 

Taylor,  Nettie  E.,  There  Is  Beauty  in  God's  Creations  234 

Taylor,  Nettie  E.,  We  Remember  Our  Grandparents  44 

Taylor,  Robert  C,  "Seek  and  Ye  Shall  Find" 140 

Teach  Me  Now?  What  Is  God  Trying  to, 

William  J.  Critchlow,  Jr 156 

Teach  the  Gospel  with  Hymns,  George  R.  Hill 22 

"Teach  Us  to  Pray,"  Lynn  S.  Richards 94 

Teacher  Improvement  Lesson  for 

March:    Living  Words  .  .  .  Nonverbal  Teaching, 

Charles  Bob  Simpson 6 

April:    Ten  Steps  toward  Successful  Teaching, 

George  Butsikares  60 

May:    Role  Playing,  an  Old  Tool  with  a  New  Use, 

Alton  P.  Hadlock 96 
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June:    The  Spirit  Giveth  Life, 

Leland  H.  Monson 132 

July:    The  Sacrament  ...  a  Visual  Aid  at  Our 

Finger  Tips,  Carl  H.  Jacob  - 172 

August:    Learn  to  Be  a  Master  Teacher, 

Sterling   R.    Provost   205 

September:    Anyone  Can  Illustrate  on  the 

Chalkboard,   Charles  R.   Hobbs   .-.- 244 

October:    "Remember  the  Sabbath  Day," 

Boyd  K.  Packer  268 

November:    Is  Your  Worship  from  the  Heart? 

Leland   H.   Monson  312 

December:    A  Cure  for  Inactivity, 

Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Jr 352 

January:    How  to  Increase  Your  Profits, 

Delmar  H.   Dickson  -394 

February:    The  Listener  Is  the  Learner, 

Leland  H.  Monson  420 

Teacher,  Learn  to  Be  a  Master, 

Sterling    R.    Provost   205 

Teacher  Preparation  Yields  Sunday  School  Progress, 

Lynn  S.  Richards  202 

Teacher  Training,  Prepare  for,  George  R.  Hill  238 

Teacher  Turnover,  Cure  for,  George  R.  Hill  378 

Teachers'  Guide  to  Content 

January  to  December,  Inside  front  covers 

Teachers  .  .  .  We  Are  Their  Leaders,  As, 

Ella  Lewis   Stratford 169 

Teaching  and  Administration,  Effective  Sunday  School, 

George  R.  Hill  -276 

Teaching,  EfFective  Sunday  School,  George  R.  Hill  342 

Teaching,  Living  Words  ,  .  .  Nonverbal, 

Charles    Bob    Simpson    6 

Teaching,  Pupil-Centered,   George  R.   Hill   54 

Teaching,  Ten  Steps  toward  Successful, 

George  Butsikares 60 

Temple  Endowment,  The,  Harold  B.  Lee  226 

Temple  Marriage,  David  O.  McKay  296 

Temple  Square,  Conversion  Came  on, 

Russell  C.  Harris   222 

Temple  Work,  The  Spiritual  Rewards  of, 

Fred  W.  Schwendiman  264 

Ten  Steps  toward  Successful  Teaching,  George  Butsikares  ....  60 

Testimonies?  Where  Do  Children  Bear   (ans) 167 

Testimony  from  Sacrament  Administration  in  Sunday 

School,  Building,  George  R.  Hill 291 

Testimony  ...  the  Most  Precious  Gift,  David  O.  McKay 361 

Thanksgiving,  Wendell  J.  Ashton  Back  cover,  November 

"There  Is  Beauty  All  Around,"  Alexander  Schreiner  98 

They  Made  a  Load  Lighter,  Kenneth  S.  Bennion ....112 

They   ( Shadrach,  Meshach,  Abed-nego)    Refused  to 

Worship    Idols,    Marie   F.   Felt .....127 

"This  Is  God's  House,"  Florence  S.  Allen  211 

Thompson,  W.  Howard, 

Gospel  Teaching  I  Remember  Best 316 

Thoughtful  Training  for  Tomorrow,  Leland  H.  Monson  370 

Three  Degrees  of  Glory, 

H.  George  Bickerstalf Inside  back  cover,  November 

Time  for  Greatness,  Wendell  J.  Ashton  ....Back  cover,  October 

Time  Schedules  Available?  Are  Multiple-Ward  (ans) ...240 

Tithe  Paying  ...  a  Step  Toward  Perfection, 

Minnie   Selkirk    -286 

Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

Second  Quarter,    1961  70 

Third  Quarter,  1961  176 

Fourth   Quarter,    1961   -- 384 

First  Quarter,   1962  - 392 

"To  Help  the  People  to  Help  Themselves," 

Henry  D.  Taylor -293 

"To  the  Rev.  John  M'Math,"  Robert  Bums    (v) 37 

Tobias,  Ruby  Weybum,  "Prayer  Time"  (v) 151 

Trinity,  True  Knowledge  of  the, 

Richard  O.  Cowan  Inside  back  cover,  January 

Trunnell,  Cynthia  M.,  The  "Guys,"  and  Tom's  Decision  426 

Truth,  In  Search  of,  Oliver  R.  Smith  142 

Try!    Wendell  J.  Ashton  Back  cover,  June 
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"Twa  Dogs,  The,"  Robert  Bums  (v) 38 

Two-and-one-half-minute  Talks  Can  Be  Thoughtful 

Training  for  Tomorrow,  Leland  H.  Monson  370 

Two-and-one-half-minute  Talks  Involve  Content,  Or- 
ganization and  Delivery,  Leland  H.  Monson... .Convention  25 

U 

Unified  Church  School  Systems:    Church  Sponsored 
Education,  Owen  J.  Cook,  William  E.  Berrett, 
Virgil  B.  Smith  322,  Inside  back  cover,  September 

Unselfish  Love,  Andy  Kavalko  358 


Visual  Aid  at  Our  Finger  Tips,  The  Sacrament 
Carl    H.   Jacob   


-172 


W 

Waldrop,  William  L.,  Religion,  the  Center  of  My  Life  183 

Wallace,  Lewis  J.,  The  Sacrament  Gem  Guides 

Our  Thinking  toward  the  Saviour  Convention  31 

Wallace,   Lewis  J.,  The  Sacrament  Is  a  Holy 

Ordinance    Convention    32 

Wallace,  Lewis  J.,  The  Sacrament  Is  a 

Holy   Ordinance   -- ; 348 

"Warm  of  Heart  Shall  Never  Lack  a  Fire,  The," 

Elizabeth    Jane    Coatsworth    (v) 333 

Warner,  Robert  N.,  Help  the  Children  to  Be  Wise 

in  Their  Play  10 

"We  Are  Sowing,"  Alexander  Schreiner  62 

Webb,  Kaye,  and  Nettie  Taylor,  Families  Are  Fun  280 

Weight,  Newell  B.,  "All  Is  Well" 230 

Weight,  Newell  B.,  Released  from  General  Board  167 

Welfare:    Disaster  Opened  the  Way,  James  Vemon  Sharp  ....328 

Welfare:    "To  Help  the  People  to  Help  Themselves," 

Henry  D.  Taylor  - 293 

Weston,  Rebecca,  "Father,  We  Thank  Thee  for  the 

Night"  { V )  347 

"What  Thinkest  Thou?"  Margaret  Hopkinson  21 

Wheelwright,  Lorin  F. 

Center  picture  article 

Adventures  of  the  Spirit 

(President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.) November 

Wheelwright,  Lorin  F.,   Greetings 

January  to  December  Inside  front  covers 

Wheelwright,  Lorin  F., 

The  Gift  of  Ourselves  Inside  front  cover,  December 

When  JesvTS  Visited  Some  "Other  Sheep," 

Richard  O.  Cowan 444,  Inside  back  cover,  December 

"Winter   Night,  A,"  Robert  Burns    (v) 38 

Wise,  Frank  S.,  "With  All  Your  Heart" Convention 

"With  All  Your  Heart,"  Frank  S.  Wise Convention  36 

Woodruff,  Asahel  D.,  Premortal  Influences  on  Mortal  Life  --  40 

Woodmff,  Asahel  D.,  The  Secret 266 

WooUey,  Leah,  A  Story  for  Reading  or  Telling  .  .  , 

The  Penny  Game  and  God's  World  263 

Word  of  Wisdom,  Children  and  the, 

Robert    J.    Beveridge 188 

Words  Are  "Borrowed,"  When  the,  Lynn  S.   Richards  418 

Worship  from  the  Heart?  Is  Your,  Leland  H.  Monson  312 

Worship,  Lead  Them  to  Spiritual,  Claribel  W.  Aldous  273 

Worship  Service,  Contribute  to  a  Spiritual,  Mima  Rasband  ....198 

Worship  Ser\'ice  Is  Designed  to  Increase  Spiritual 

Growth,  The,  Hazel  F.  Young  165 


Yarn,  David  H.,  Jr.,  Whence  the  Four  Gospels?  364 

"Ye  Are  a  Chosen  Generation,"  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  16 

Yerba  Buena,  It  Started  in, 

Richard  O.  Cowan  215,  Inside  back  cover,  June 

Young,   Hazel  F.,  Do  I  Remember  .   .   .   ?  406 

Young,  Hazel  F.,  Leaders  Inspire  an  Attitude  of 

Worship  in  the  Jrniior  Sunday  School  Convention  6 

Young,  Hazel  F.,  The  Principle  of  Repentance  12 
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Young,  Hazel  F.,  The  Worship  Service 

Is  Designed  to  Increase  Spiritual  Growth  165 

Young,  S.  Dilworth,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  - 402 

Young,  S.  Dilworth,  Take  the  Steps  to  True  Repentance 158 
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Your  Good  Name,  George  Albert   Smith  267 

Youth,  too,  Must  Keep  the  Records, 

Elwin  W.  Jensen  and  Vida  L.  Hatch 338 

Youthful  Maturity,  Wendell  J.  Ashton  Back  cover,  January 
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Aaronic  Priesthood  Monument,  Susquehanna  River.. ..Cover,  May 

Abraham  and  Melchizedek  Center  picture,  February 

Abraham's   Offering  Center  picture,   March 

Adams,  Elizabeth  273 

Adventures  of  the  Spirit 

(President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr. )... .Center  picture,  November 

"After  You,  Sis" Cover,  June 

Alma  baptizing  at  the  Waters   of  Mormon 91 

Ammon  defending  King  Lamoni's  flocks   256 

Ancient  urn,  jewels,  and  chest 19 

Anderson,    Denny   309 

Angel  Moroni  statue  from  Los  Angeles  Temple  265 

Angels  coming  down  from  the  heavens  425 

Apostles,  Statues  of  the  original  12 ..42,  43 

Assignment  schedule  for  2/2-minute  talks  Convention  29 

Auckland,  New  Zealand,  stake  superintendency  .....206 

Australian   LDS   chapel 206 

B 

Babies'  faces 228 

Baby  sleeping   Cover,   February 

Backus,  James 338 

Ball,  bouncing 10,  11 

Bang,  Anna  .T Convention  Cover 

Barlow,  Jeff  and  Cynthia 45 

Beesley,  Joseph  45 

Beveridge,  Robert  J.,  Jean,  William  Barclay  (Bill), 

Ann  Beal,  Robert  James  (Rob),  Richard 

Nathan  (Dick),  and  Mary  Lynn 189 

Bible  and  Triple  Combination  35,  251 

Bible,  Open  Convention  inside  front  cover 

Bickerstaff,  H.  George 60 

Bickerstaff,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H,  George,  and 

David,  Launa,  and   Debra  174 

Biesinger,  George  R 207 

Birds    (Cardinals)   flying 317 

Bischoff,   Sharon  309 

Bishop  and  new  convert  at  pulpit  154 

Blessings  of  Boyhood,  The  Cover,  August 

Blind  beggar  sitting  by  wall  163 

Bogdanow,   Paulette  188 

Bookkeeper   and   employer   5 

Books 

The  Kingdom  of  God  Restored 24 

"I  Saw  Another  Angel  Fly"  24 

Boone,  Pat 321 

Boy  and  girl  dressed  as  Joseph  and  Mary,  holding  doll  417 

Boy  and  girl  drinking  from  water  hose .-. Cover,  June 

Boy  and  girl  in  classroom  406 

Boy  and  girl  in  worship  service 406 

Boy  and  girl  looking  at  Book  of  Remembrance  338 

Boy  and  girl  playing  tennis 428 

Boy  and  girl  walking  into  chapel  -- 406 

Boy  and  girl  wearing  parents'  clothing  80 

Boy  and  mother  smelling  roses  262 

Boy  and  mother  watching  bird 262 

Boy  bearing  testimony  in  classroom  309 

Boy  eating 189 

Boy  feeding  horse 263 

Boy  giving  2l2-minute  talk  before  pulpit  Convention  25 

Boy  in  wheel  chair  passing  sacrament  Cover,  November 

Boy  looking  at  world  globe  Cover,  September 

Boy  playing  with  baby  32 

Boy  playing  with  toy  truck 262 

Boy  praying  at  pulpit Convention  Cover 

Boy  sitting  at  table  with  empty  bowl  263 

Boy  speaking  at  pulpit  266 

Boy  watching   waterwheel 263 

Boy  with  basketball,  facing  a  group  of  women  426 

Boy  with  cat,  baseball  bat  and  glove  Cover,  August 

Boys'  dormitory  and  Matthew  Cowley  and 

David  O.  McKay  Buildings,  Church  College  of 

New  Zealand  323 

Boys  pitching  horseshoes  76 


Bratt,  Ross  L.,  Melba,  Perry  Vem, 

Jon  Ross,  Amy,  Beth,  and  Paula 280,  281 

Brossard,  Laura   Cowley  354 

Brown,  Hugh  B 366,  390,  405 

Brown,  Zina  Young  Card  390 

Buckles,    Shirley 45 

Building  the  Kirtland  Temple Center  picture,  January 

Building  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  Center  picture,  June 

Burns,  Robert  37,  361 


Cappadocian  caves   and  carvings 82,   83 

Captain  Moroni  Raises  the  Title  of  Liberty 

Center  picture,  July 

Center  Pictures 

Building  the  Kirtland  Temple  January 

Abraham  and  Melchizedek February 

Abraham's  Offering  March 

Saints  Crossing  the  Mississippi April 

Isaac    Blessing    Jacob May 

Building  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  June 

Captain   Moroni  Raises  the   Title   of  Liberty   July 

The  Old  Salt  Lake  Theater  August 

Irrigation September 

Ruth  and  Boaz   ..October 

Adventures  of  the  Spirit 

(President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.) November 

Social  Hall December 

Centurion  speaking  to  Jesus 307 

Chalkboard   illustrations   244,   245 

Chalkboard  stories,  Suggested  scene  staging  for 

55,  164,  236,  308,  416 

Chart:  Basic  Church  Organization  ....Inside  back  cover,  March 
Chart:    Church  Sponsored  Education 

Inside  back  cover,   September 

Chart:    Forgetting  curve 421 

Chart:    Great  Teachers  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 

Inside  back  cover,  May 

Chart:    Index  of  Crime,  United  States,  1959  124 

Chart:    LDS  Missions  of  the  United  States 72 

Chart:    LDS  Missions  of  the  World 

Inside  back  cover,  February 

Chart:    Mormon  Beginnings  in  California  .  .  . 

It  Started  in  Yerba  Buena  Inside  back  cover,  June 

Chart:    Organization  for  Church  Auxiliaries 

..Inside  back   cover,   August 

Chart:    Revelation  in  the  Primitive  Church 

Inside  back  cover,  April 

Chart:    Stages  of  Immortality  Inside  back  cover,  October 

Chart:   Three  Degrees  of  Glory Inside  back  cover,  November 

Chart:    The  Reign  of  the  Kings  from  Saul  to  Zedekiah 

Inside  back  cover,  July 

Chart:    True  Knowledge  of  the  Trinity 

..Inside  back  cover,  January 

Chart:    When  Jesus  Visited  Some  "Other  Sheep" 

„ Inside  back  cover,  December 

Charts:    Titles  and  Dates  of 

Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

Second  Quarter,  1961 :..70,  71 

Third  Quarter,  1961 176,  177 

Fourth  Quarter,  1961 284,  285 

First  Quarter,  1962 392,  393 

Cheney,  Addison  B Convention  Cover 

Child    drawing    ._ 388 

Children  and  toys  10,  11 

Children  at  dairy  188 

Children  at  drinking  fountain 66 

Children  being  reverent  during  sacrament 175 

Children  giving  Christmas  presentation  in  classroom  309 

Children  giving  Thanksgivirug  presentation  in  classroom  309 

Children  helping  custodian 302 

Children   in   worship    service    Convention    15 

Children  in  worship  service 345 

Children  picking  up  papers  303 

Children   playing 126 
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When  Jesus  Visited  Sorae  ''Other  Sheep 
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by  Richard  0.  Cowan* 


Many  believers  in  Christ  wish  they  could  have 
more  of  the  Master's  words  than  those  which 
are  recorded  in  the  New  Testament.  As  Latter-day 
Saints,  we  enjoy  such  a  blessing.  For  centuries 
Nephite  prophets  had  foretold  the  future  visit  of 
the  Lord  to  His  people  in  the  Americas  (see  2  Nephi 
26:1-9,  and  Alma  16:20).  During  His  ministry  in 
the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  Christ  spoke  of  "other 
sheep"  whom  He  also  must  visit  and  teach.  (John 
10:16.)  These  "sheep"  could  not  have  been  the 
Gentiles,  because  Christ  was  sent  only  to  ".  .  .  the 
lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel."  (Matthew  15 : 
24.)  Following  His  resurrection,  when  Christ  first 
appeared  to  the  Nephites,  who  were  Israelites  de- 
scended from  Joseph  (1  Nephi  5 :14) ,  He  told  them 
that  they  were  the  "other  sheep"  of  whom  He  had 
spoken.  (3  Nephi  15:21.) 

Latter-day  Saints  sometimes  refer  to  the  book 
of  Third  Nephi  as  the  "American  Gospel,"  because 
it  includes  the  record  of  the  Saviour's  ministry 
among  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  American 
continent.  This  Book  of  Mormon  account  comple- 
ments the  Gospels  in  the  New  Testament  and  bears 
witness  of  their  authenticity.  When  the  Spanish 
conquistadores  reached  America  15  centuries  after 
the  Saviour's  visit,  they  found  Indian  traditions 
and  practices  which  pointed  back  to  the  visit  of 
Jesus  Christ  among  their  forefathers. 

The  Nephite  scripture  testifies  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Bible.  During  His  ministry  in  America, 
the  Saviour  quoted  large  portions  of  both  Old  and 
New  Testament  writings  (Isaiah  54  in  3  Nephi  22 ; 
Malachi  3  and  4  in  5  Nephi  24  and  25 ;  Matthew  5-7 
in  3  Nephi  12-14).  Christ  gave  divine  sanction  to 
these  passages  by  citing  them  as  being  God's  word. 

In  the  case  of  the  Beatitudes,  particularly,  the 
Book  of  Mormon  account  gives  clarification,  as  seen 
in  the  following  examples:  "Yea,  blessed  are  the 
poor  in  spirit  who  come  unto  me,  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven."  (3  Nephi  12 :3 ;  see  Matthew 
5:3.)  "And  blessed  are  all  they  who  do  hunger 
and  thirst  after  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,"  (3  Nephi  12:6;  see 
Matthetv  5:6.)   Furthermore,  as  the  Nephite  record 


(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  December  3,  "Christ  among  the  Nephites"; 
and  of  general  interest.) 

*  Brother  Cowan  is  assistant  professor  of  religious  instruction  at 
Brigham  Young  University.  He  is  a  native  of  Los  Angeles,  California, 
and  he  received  his  Ph.D.  degree  in  American  history  from  Stanford 
University  in  September,  1961.  He  served  in  the  Spanish-American 
Mission.  Brother  Cowan  and  his  wife,  the  former  Dawn  Houghton 
(who   helped  prepare   the   accompanying  chart),   have   one   daughter. 


makes  clear,  the  truly  blessed  are  those  who  hum- 
ble themselves,  repent  of  their  sins,  and  are  bap- 
tized. (3  Nephi  12 :1,  2.) 

One  feature  of  the  sermon  has  long  puzzled 
students  of  Christ's  teachings.  Consider  His  com- 
mand to  "...  Take  no  thought  for  your  life,  what 
ye  shall  eat,  or  what  ye  shall  drink;  nor  yet  for 
your  body,  what  ye  shall  put  on.  .  ."  (Matthew  6 : 
25.)  This  has  seemed  inconsistent  with  our  obliga- 
tion to  work  by  the  sweat  of  our  face  (Genesis  3 : 
19)  to  support  ourselves  and  our  families.  The 
Book  of  Mormon  record  clears  up  the  problem. 
The  Nephite  account  points  out  explicitly  that  this 
injunction  was  directed  only  to  the  twelve  disciples, 
who  were  to  spend  their  full  time  in  the  ministry, 
and  not  to  believers  in  general.   (3  Nephi  13:25.) 

Questions  which  have  divided  the  Christian 
world  for  centuries  are  decisively  answered  by  the 
"American  Gospel."  Ever  since  the  Middle  Ages 
there  has  been  disagreement  among  the  churches 
of  the  world  over  the  proper  mode  of  baptism.  ^^ 
Consider  the  clear  instructions  on  baptism  which  ^^ 
Christ  gave  to  the  Nephites,  as  recorded  in  3  Nephi 
11:23-26. 

Some  churches  today  bear  the  names  of  their 
prominent  founders,  while  the  names  of  others 
reflect  the  group's  particular  form  of  government 
or  doctrinal  emphasis.  In  contrast  to  such  confu- 
sion, consider  again  the  Lord's  words  to  the 
Nephites : 

And  how  be  it  m,y  church  save  it  be  called  in  m.y 
name?  For  if  a  church  be  called  in  Moses'  name 
then  it  be  Moses'  church;  or  if  it  be  called  in  the 
name  of  a  man  then  it  be  the  church  of  a  man; 
but  if  it  be  called  in  my  name  then  it  is  my  church, 
if  it  so  be  that  they  are  built  upon  my  gospel. 
(3  Nephi  27  :S.) 

Mormon  explained  that  his  abridgment  did  not 
include  "even  a  hundredth  part"  of  Christ's  words 
to  the  Nephites.  (5  A^ep/i*  26:6.)  He  added  that  if 
we  ".  .  .  shall  believe  these  things  then  shall  the 
greater  things  be  made  manifest.  .  ."  (3  Nephi 
26:9.) 

Let  us  be  faithful  in  keeping  those  command- 
ments which  have  already  been  revealed,  that  we 
may  be  worthy  to  receive  the  "great  and  important 
things"  the  Lord  has  promised  he  will  yet  reveal 
to  us. 
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HE  BLESSED  HIS  PEOPLE 


He  healed  the  sick  and  commanded  that  the  little  children 

be  brought  to  Him,   and    He  blessed   them.    (3  Nephi    17: 

6-13,21.) 

He    miraculously    provided    sacramental    bread    and    wine. 

(3   Nephi   20:3-9.) 

Christ    prayed    for    people    who    then    received    marvelous 

spiritual   manifestations.     (3   Nephi    17:15-22;    19:28-36.) 


HE  ORGANIZED  HIS  CHURCH  .  .  . 


The  Church  was  to  bear  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.    (3  Nephi  27:3-8.) 

He  called  twelve  disciples.    (3  Nephi   11:18,  22;  12:1;   19:4.) 

He  gave  the    12  disciples   authority  to   baptize,  together  with   exact 

instructions  concerning   the   ordinance.     (3    Nephi    11:21-26.) 

He  also   gave  the   12   disciples  authority   to   bestow   the    gift   of  the 

Holy  Ghost.    (3  Nephi  18:36-39.) 

He  explained  the  meaning  of  the  sacrament.    (3  Nephi   18:1-11,  28- 

32;  20:8,  9.) 


HE  TAUGHT  THE  GOSPEL  AS  THE  WAY  OF  LIFE  .  .  . 


"'■^ 


Jesus  defined  the  Gospel;  and   repentance,  baptism,  and  endurance  to  the  end 
were  commanded.    (3  Nephi  27:13-22.) 

He  told   the   people   that  gentiles    could    become   covenant   people   through    re- 
pentance and   baptism.    (3   Nephi   21:22.) 

"And  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  which  is  right,  believing 
that  ye  shall   receive,   behold  it  shall  be  given   unto  you."    (3   Nephi    18:20.) 
"Pray  in   your  families  unto  the   Father,  always   in   my   name,   that  your  wives 
and  your  children  may  be  blessed."    (3  Nephi   18:21.) 
Faith   of   the    people    is    necessary   for   Christ's    miracles   to    be    called    forth.     (3 

Nephi    19:35,  36.) 

Jesus  commanded   the  people  to  search  the  scriptures.    (3   Nephi   23:1-5.) 

"And   they  taught,   and   did    minister   one  to   another;  and   they   had   all   things 

common  among  them,  every  man   dealing   justly,   one  with   another."    (3   Nephi 

26:19.) 

"Therefore  I  would  that  ye  should   be  perfect  even  as  I,  or  your   Father  who   is 

in  heaven  is  perfect."    (3  Nephi  12:48.)  V 
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Christraas  Tree 
Country 


Once  a  year  our  family  man- 
ages to  get  together  for  a 
shopping  trip.  It  is  to  buy  a 
Christmas  tree.  All  must  have  a 
voice  in  this  purchase. 

Chances  are  this  year's  tree 
will  be  a  Douglas  fir  from  north- 
western Montana.  First,  because 
Montana  firs  are  yule  favorites 
across  America.  Secondly,  our 
vacation  last  summer  was  spent 
in  the  heart  of  Montana's  Christ- 
mas tree  country. 

A  Montana  tree  will  remind  us 
of  what  we  learned  about  that 
state's  firs  —  why  they  make  su- 
perior Christmas  ornaments. 

The  growing  season  in  Koote- 
nai Forest  is  short,  so  the  trees 
do  not  develop  too  fast.  The  limbs, 
as  a  result,  grow  closer  together ; 
and  the  foliage  is  thicker  and 
heavier.  Because  these  Montana 
trees  become  dormant  in  the  cold 
weather  before  the  cutting  season, 
they  hold  their  foliage  longer. 
They  do  not  shed  their  needles 
so  soon. 

Yes,  a  Montana  tree  will  bring 
back  many  vivid  summer  memo- 
ries —  of  battling  silvery  land- 
locked salmon;  of  swimming  in 
glacier-fed,  fir-fringed  Flathead 
Lake ;  and  of  strolls  into  the  tim- 
bered hills,  scented  with  wild 
clover  and  sweet  peas  and  moun- 
tain roses. 

But  perhaps  more  than  all 
these,  our  Christmas  tree  this 
year  will  remind  us  of  a  couple 
we  met  in  that  verdantly  rugged 
country  last  summer.  They  are 
the  Kolbys,  Bess  and  Am.  They 
operate  the  lodgings  on  Flathead 
Lake  where  we  stayed. 


When  Bess  Kolby  met  us,  we 
saw  a  smiling,  sun-browned  face. 
It  bore  the  lines  of  toil.  Hers  was 
a  pointed  chin  that  showed  reso- 
lute determination.  Her  dark 
brown  eyes  measured  fast.  Her 
spare  frame  moved  briskly. 

She  showed  us  to  our  unit  with 
knotty  pine  walls.  It  was  nothing 
fancy,  but  it  was  clean  as  a  clinic. 
"Just  a  minute,"  she  said.  "This 
place  will  not  be  ready  until  I 
put  something  on  that  table." 
From  her  garden  she  brought  a 
bouquet  of  peonies,  daisies,  and 
a  tall  pinkish  purple  flower  whose 
bloom  was  shaped  like  a  lodgepole 
pine.  (We  later  learned  its  name: 
blue  pine.) 

We  did  not  expect  a  bouquet 
like  this.  But  it  turned  out  to  be 
one  of  many  quiet  little  kindness- 
es the  Kolbys  surprised  us  with 
during  our  week's  stay. 

Am  Kolby  is  tall,  fortyish,  and 
soft-spoken.  He  always  wore 
khaki,  with  a  blue,  visored  fisher- 
man's cap,  and  faded  blue  canvas 
shoes.  He  wore  horn-rimmed 
glasses,  and  there  was  always  a 
glove  on  one  artificial  hand.  Am 
guided  us  to  lake  waters  where 
salmon  tugged  often  on  our  lines. 
After  we  had  cleaned  6ur  catch, 
he  took  us  to  his  outdoor  cup- 
board. "Here,  try  this  for  cook- 
ing your  fish,"  he  said.  He  handed 
me  a  14-inch  heavy  iron  griddle. 
Then  he  took-  me  to  an  outdoor 
stove  and  showed  me  how  to  make 
a  good  cooking  fire. 

Next  morning,  as  I  prepared 
to  cook  the  fish,  I  found  a  lusty 
fire  already  blazing  in  the  outdoor 


MONTANA    FIR 

IT  IS  A  SYMBOL  OF  MUCH   MORE   NOW 

stove.   Am  Kolby  had  quietly  be- 
gun his  good  turns  early! 

The  extra  courtesies  continued 
through  the  week  —  from  taking 
our  9-year-old  son  for  a  ride  in 
his  three- wheel, electric  car  to  sur- 
prising us  with  a  huge  outdoor 
fire  and  marshmallow  sticks  on  a 
chilly  night. 

Nor  were  all  the  Kolby's  kind- 
nesses directed  to  people.  Only  a 
few  days  before  we  arrived,  one 
of  their  ducks  had  been  attacked 
by  a  mink.  The  duck  had  sur- 
vived but  showed  a  deep  wound 
in  its  neck.  The  duck  was  given 
first  aid  and  later  taken  to  a  vet- 
erinary, for  a  fee  larger  than  a 
duck  is  worth  —  to  most  everyone 
but  the  Kolbys.  During  our  stay 
we  watched  the  patient,  spoon- 
feeding care  that  duck  received 
—  from  a  most  busy  couple,  busy 
with  the  day's  tasks  and  with 
quiet  kindnesses  to  others. 

So  as  we  purchase  our  tree  this 
year,  our  thoughts  will  turn  to 
Montana's  tall  timber  country  and 
to  those  lives  which  stand  so  tall 
in  our  memories.  Yes,  the  Kolbys 
brought  the  spirit  of  Christmas 
to  us  in  June  and  reminded  us 
again  of  the  words  of  Him  whose 
birth  those  yule  firs  honor : 

But  when  thou  doest  alms,  let 
not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy 
right  hand  doeth: 

That  thine  alms  may  be  in 
secret:  and  thy  Father  which 
seeth  in  secret  himself  shall  re- 
ward thee  openly.^ 


— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


^Matthew  6:3,  4. 


